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William Merrigan was born in 1859 at Ballinleenty, Tipperary town, County Tipperary. According to local
church records he was baptised on 14 November 1859. He was the fourth son of Michael Merrigan, a farmer,
and Ellen Merrigan (née Marnane). His parents got married on 10 February 1846 in the parish of Bansha. The
athletics events William Merrigan competed in were the standing jumps, and he won the three standing jumps
event at Aherlow sports in both 1885 and 1886. He was known locally as ‘The Champion’. The second national
athletics championships of the Gaelic Athletic Association were held at Ballsbridge, Dublin, on 11 September
1886. There were seventeen athletic championship events held and of those five were won by athletes native of
County Tipperary. Jim Mitchell of Bartoose, Emly, won four weight throwing events and Pat McGrath of
Longford, Glen of Aherlow, won the high jump. Three athletes native of County Tipperary, were runners-up in
events. These three were Jim Mitchell in the putting 28 Ib weight, Pat McGrath in the long jump, and William
Merrigan of Ballinleenty in the three standing jumps. The latter event was won by Tom Barry of Dungarvan
with 35 ft 4% in. (10.78 m) and William Merrigan jumped 34 ft 1%2 in. (10.40 m). There was also a tug of war
championship held, won by the Royal Irish Constabulary, and a team from Carrigatoher, near Nenagh, was
runner-up. Two other tug of war teams from Tipperary competing were North Tipperary and Bansha. At the
GAA athletics championships in 1888 at the Markets Field, Limerick, William Merrigan also competed in the
three standing jumps and came fifth in the standing hop, step and jump. He got married to Mary Blackall, native
of Limerick city, on 31 October 1914 in St Joseph’s Church, Limerick. After she died on 28 April 1917, he
married again to Esther Callaghan, native of Ballylongford, County Kerry, on 10 January 1920 in St Joseph’s
Church, Limerick. William Merrigan died on 17 April 1930 at his residence, 8 Dixon’s Lane (now part of Hyde
Road), Limerick, aged seventy.






