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Watt Myers
by Michael O'Dwyer

Watt Myers was born on 12 December 1879 at Soloheadmore, Solohead, County Tipperary. He was the
eldest son of Michael Myers and Mary Myers (née Whelan). His parents got married in Solohead on 27
February 1878. The first national cross-country championship held in Ireland took place at Dunboyne,
County Meath, in 1881 under the auspices of the Cross-Country Championship Association of Ireland (name
was later changed to the Cross-Country Association of Ireland). A team from Tipperary first competed in a
national cross-country championship when on 7 February 1903 in the junior championship of the Cross-
Country Association of Ireland a Galteemore Harriers team finished second to Clonliffe Harriers at EIm
Park, Merrion, Dublin. Watt Myers was one of the scoring members of the Tipperary club and the six
scorers were Mick Kirby (Kilross), Pake O’Brien (Donohill), Watt Myers (Solohead), Jack Howard
(Dundrum), Billie Carroll (Aherlow) and Ned Mansfield (Mullinahone). The last-named athlete was at the
time principal of Cullen National School. Jackie Morrissey from Dromline was captain but did not compete.
The distance was six miles, and there were 113 starters. Another race Watt Myers was noted for was at the
Clonmel (Emmet Club) sports on 21 June 1908. One of the events was the 2 miles championship of Ireland
held under the auspices of the Gaelic Athletic Association and Watt Myers finished runner-up to Tim Crowe
who won in 9:02. Watt Myers is also mentioned in the 1930s schools’ folklore collection: ‘He won fame by
ascending the spire of the church in Solohead. This is how it happened. One evening as he was in a nearby
public house one of the steeple jacks who was repairing the spire entered and made a bet with him that he
could not climb to the top of the spire. Mr. Myers took up the bet and procuring one of the rope ladders
proceeded to climb. He went to the top and returned again to the ground safe and sound and so won the bet.’
Watt Myers died on 6 March 1961 at his residence, Russelstown, Monard, County Tipperary, aged eighty-
one, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St Nicholas Church, Solohead.



