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Walty Scott was born on 14 July 1932 at Jamestown, Mullinahone, County Tipperary. He was the eldest son of 

Michael Scott and Alice Scott (née Madden). His parents got married on 13 April 1932 in St Michael’s Church, 

Mullinahone. Walty Scott was one of Tipperary’s greatest cross-country runners in an era when Sean Hayden, 

Patsy Fitzgerald, John Joe Bourke, Paddy Fahey and Mick Cleary were in the top echelon. He was prompted by 

his future brother-in-law Paddy O’Connor to join the Ballincurry Athletic Club in 1954. His running career 

soon took off and his best performances in cross-country championships at county, provincial and national level 

are as follows. He was the winner of the Tipperary novice and junior cross-country titles in January 1954, and 

fourth in the All-Ireland juniors in February that year. In 1955 he was runner-up in the Tipperary, Munster and 

All-Ireland junior cross-country championships. The former two were won by Hollyford-native Paddy Fahey 

and Tipperary was the winning team in the latter two. The scoring six for Tipperary in the Munster juniors, with 

their athletic clubs in brackets, were Paddy Fahey (Moyne), Walty Scott (Ballincurry), John Joe Bourke 

(Killenaule), Paddy Carroll (Portroe), Pat Keane (Moyne) and Tom McCormack (Fethard), and the scoring six 

for Tipperary in the All-Ireland juniors were Walty Scott (Ballincurry), Paddy Fahey (Moyne), John Joe Bourke 

(Killenaule), Paddy Carroll (Portroe), Willie Ryan (Portroe) and John Callanan (Moyne). In 1956 Walty Scott 

won the Tipperary senior cross-country championship at Moyne and led Ballincurry to win the team title. He 

finished fourth in the All-Ireland seniors that year. In March 1958 he was runner-up in both the Munster and 

All-Ireland senior cross-country championships, and the scoring six for the winning Tipperary team in the 

Munster championship were Walty Scott (Ballincurry), John Joe Bourke (Ballincurry), Dominick Ryan 

(Portroe), Patsy Fitzgerald (Ballincurry), Sean Hayden (Moyne) and Ned Fogarty (Portroe). He was also 

involved in Gaelic games and played football and hurling for Mullinahone. When he retired he became a well-

known referee. Walty Scott died on 25 December 2008 at his daughter’s residence, aged seventy-six, and is 

interred in St Michael’s Cemetery, Killaghy, near Mullinahone.    


