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Tony Hackett was born on 28 May 1909 at Lanespark, Ballynonty, County Tipperary. He was the fourth son of
Tobias Hackett, a farmer, and Mary Hackett (née Croke). Both of his parents were native of Lanespark, and
they got married at the Cistercian Abbey, Roscrea, on 23 June 1904. His brother Pat Hackett (1908-1994) had
the distinction of being the 2, 3, 4 and 5 miles Irish champion of 1938 and 4 miles Irish champion of 1940.
Tony and Pat Hackett were first cousins of fellow athlete Mick Blake, Ballincurry. Both brothers were top six
scorers for Galteemore Harriers in the national junior inter-club cross-country championship on 3 February
1934 at Phoenix Park racecourse where their team Galteemore Harriers won the club title in a tie with
O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic Club, of County Clare, with both clubs getting 114 points each. The successful
scoring six for Galteemore Harriers in the order they finished were Mick Healy, Tommy Morrissey, Jimmy
Hannon, Pat Hackett, Davy Lyons and Tony Hackett. When the club’s first finisher, Mick Healy of Coolcroo,
Two-Mile-Borris, who was runner-up in the race, won the Tipperary senior cross-country championship in 1934
and 1935, Tony Hackett finished third and second, respectively. His brother Pat Hackett won the Tipperary
senior cross-country championship in 1939 when it was held at Lanespark. Though Tipperary won the Irish
senior inter-county cross-country championship for the first time in 1926 it wasn’t until 1938 when a Tipperary
club won the Irish senior inter-club cross-country championship for the first time when won by Coolcroo
Athletic Club. The best performance by a Tipperary club in an Irish senior cross-country championship prior to
that was by Galteemore Harriers in 1935 when the club finished runner-up to O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic
Club. The six scorers for Galteemore Harriers were Jimmy Hannon, Mick Healy, Christy O’Connor, Tony
Hackett, Jimmy Sweeney and Tom Phelan. The latter athlete was a member of the Kilsheelan senior football
club. Tony Hackett spent all his married life in Cahir as an insurance official in the district. He died on 17
November 1990 in Ardkeen Hospital, Waterford, aged eighty-one, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St
Mary’s Church, Cahir.



