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Tommy Morrissey was born on 7 June 1905 at Ballydoyle, Rosegreen, County Tipperary. He was the seventh 

son of Michael Morrissey and Johanna Morrissey (née Black). His parents got married on 30 June 1888 in the 

Church of the Holy Trinity, Fethard. His father worked for fifty-two years for the Sadliers at Ballydoyle. The 

farm was bought by Vincent O’Brien in 1951 and is now owned by his son-in-law John Magnier. Tommy was a 

noted athlete in the 1920s and 1930s. He helped to put Rosegreen on the map of the sporting world at 

Lansdowne Road at the Dublin Metropolitian Guards sports on 9 August 1930 when as a member of Clonmel 

Athletic & Cycling Club he won the 4 miles handicap, and at the same meeting Paddy Anglim from Rosegreen 

won the national pole vault title, for the third year in a row, the 100 yards handicap, and was runner-up in the 

long jump handicap with 23 ft 4 in. (7.11 m) from scratch. On 3 February 1934 at Phoenix Park racecourse 

Tommy Morrissey finished fifth in the national junior cross-country championship and his team Galteemore 

Harriers won the club title in a tie with O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic Club, of County Clare, with both clubs 

getting 114 points each. The successful scoring six for Galteemore Harriers were Mick Healy, Tommy 

Morrissey, Jimmy Hannon, Pat Hackett, Davy Lyons and Tony Hackett. The following month on 4 March in 

the Tipperary senior cross-country championship at Cashel he was runner-up behind the winner Mick Healy of 

Coolcroo, Two-Mile-Borris. In Munster championship events on the track Tommy Morrissey was the runner-up 

in the 5 miles in 1928, and both the 4 miles and 2 miles steeplechase in 1929, and was third in the 5 miles in 

1929 and the 2 miles steeplechase in 1930. In a 4 miles open handicap (international invitation) at the Draper’s 

sports on 19 June 1929 at the Mardyke, Cork, he was runner-up to Tim Smythe of O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic 

Club, and Frank Quinn of Birchfield Harriers was third. Tommy Morrissey died on 26 February 1996 in St 

Patrick’s Hospital, Cashel, aged ninety, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining the Church of Our Lady 

Queen, New Inn. 

 

 

 

 

 


