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Tommy Keating was born on 24 December 1892 at Kyleanoreashy, Kilcash, County Tipperary. He was the
second son of Patrick Keating, a farmer, and Catherine ‘Kate’ Keating (née O’Donnell). His parents got married
on 11 July 1889 in St Mary’s Church, Clonmel. The Keating family later moved to County Kilkenny and during
the War of Independence period Tommy Keating was a member of the E (Mullinavat) Company, 6th Battalion,
Kilkenny Brigade, of the Irish Republican Army. During the mid-1920s he was a regular winner on the track
and in road races. Running in the colours of Templemore Athletic Club he finished fifth in the national senior
cross-country championship on 6 March 1926 at Phoenix Park, Dublin. For the first time there was an inter-
county championship as well as an inter-club championship. The winner was J. J. Ryan who led Tipperary to
win the inter-county championship with the six scorers being J. J. Ryan, Redmond Moore, Tommy Keating,
Richard O’Brien, Paddy Butler and William O’Sullivan. The first three Tipperary finishers mentioned
represented Ireland in the International cross-country championship held in Brussels on 28 March 1926 and
finished nineteenth, thirty-first and thirty-fourth, respectively. On 1 August that year Tommy Keating won the
Munster 2 miles championship in a time of 10:10 at Ardfinnan sports. The next year he finished fourth in the
national senior cross-country championship at Phoenix Park on 19 March. For the second year in succession he
was selected on the Irish team to compete in the International championship. Held at Caerleon racecourse,
Newport, on 2 April, he finished in twenty-third position. In 1929 he was one of the founding members of
Emmet Athletic Club based in south Kilkenny. The following year, at the age of thirty-seven, Tommy won the
Kilkenny cross-country championship at St James’s Park, Kilkenny, and Emmet Athletic Club finished first
club. He was living at the time at Raheen, Templeorum, County Kilkenny. Tommy Keating died on 23 February
1962 in St Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny, aged sixty-nine.



