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Tom Wall
by Michael O’'Dwyer

Tom Wall was born on 3 November 1918 at Rathdarby, Bansha, County Tipperary. He was a son of James
Wall, a farmer, and Bridget Wall (née Kennedy). His parents got married on 10 June 1908 in the Church of the
Annunciation, Bansha. From the mid-1880s to early 1890s his father was an athlete competing mainly in the
mile at sports meetings. Tom’s brother Stephen Wall was a middle-distance runner and finished sixth in the
Tipperary junior cross-country championships with Coolcroo Athletic Club in 1938. Tom Wall was educated at
Ballough National School, Cistercian College, Roscrea, and University College Dublin where he graduated in
1941. Following graduation he was a rural science teacher and became headmaster at Carrickmacross
Vocational School. In September 1945 he was appointed research worker at Pallaskenry Agricultural College
where he remained for four years. Subsequently he spent a short period with the Land Commission before
becoming an agricultural adviser in County Cork from 1949 to 1961. He became chief agricultural officer in
County Mayo in 1961 and held this position up until he was appointed chief agricultural officer of County Cork
from the beginning of 1963. While at Cistercian College, Roscrea, Tom Wall tied for fourth place in the high
jump at the public schools athletics championships held under the auspices of London Athletic Club on 17 April
1936 at White City stadium, London. A few weeks later on 1 June he tied with Tom O’Connor (St Finian’s
College, Mullingar) for first place in the intermediate high jump at the Irish schools athletics championships at
Iveagh Grounds, Dublin. The following year there was no Irish schools athletics championships held but in the
Leinster schools championships he won the senior high jump on 15 May 1937 at Blackrock College. The next
day at the Tipperary athletics championships he won both the high jump and triple jump, and was runner-up in
the 120 yards hurdles to Ned Tobin. Earlier in the year in a triangular athletic meeting against two other schools
Tom Wall won the high jump, triple jump, hurdles and discus. In the Irish universities athletics championships
he won the high jump in 1938, and both the high jump and 120 yards hurdles in 1939. In the Irish youths
athletics championships he won the high jump in both 1937 and 1938, with 5 ft 9 in. (1.75 m) and 5 ft 10% in.
(1.80 m), respectively. Both were championship records. Tom Wall won a total of nine high jump titles in the
Irish senior athletics championships. He won eight consecutive titles from 1939 to 1946, he was runner-up in
1947, and won his last title in 1948. He got married to Noreen Murphy of Kanturk on 21 February 1952 at St
Patrick’s Church, Cork. Tom Wall died on 14 September 2000 at his residence in Bishopstown, Cork, aged
eighty-one, and is interred in St Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
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1948

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships
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High Jump
High Jump
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(1.78 m)

TIE



