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Tom Semple

by Michael O’'Dwyer

Tom Semple was born on 8 April 1879 at Glebe, Moyaliffe, Drombane, County Tipperary. He was the second
son of Martin Semple, a butler, and Anne Semple (née Long). His father was native of Drombane, and his
mother was native of Stradavoher, Thurles, and they got married on 19 November 1868 in Thurles cathedral.
Tom started off at Roskeen National School, but when he was nine the family moved to Thurles. Records at
Thurles CBS show he started at the school on 2 July 1888 and was a student there until 1 July 1894. Tom
Semple, as a hurler, was the winner of three All-Ireland finals with Tipperary and is generally regarded as one
of Tipperary’s greatest. He won a fourth All-Ireland title when he was the winner of the raising and striking the
hurling ball event at the GAA athletics championships on 28 July 1907 in Thurles. Back then this was regarded
as an athletic event and was often part of the programme at sports meetings and national championships. His
winning distance of 288 feet was a championship record. The runner-up was County Kilkenny-native Bob
O’Keeffe who won the championship in 1903, played on the winning Laois team in the All-Ireland hurling final
in 1915, and was president of the GAA from 1935 to 1938. Tom Semple won his first All-Ireland medal in the
1900 final at Jones’s Road, Dublin, when the Tipperary side represented by Two-Mile-Borris beat London by
2-5 to 0-6. For the other two All-Ireland finals he won he was captain of the Thurles Blues team representing
Tipperary that beat Dublin in both the 1906 final at St James’s Park, Kilkenny, by 3-16 to 3-8, and in the 1908
final at Athy, County Kildare, by 3-15 to 1-5. In recognition of his exploits on the hurling field, and his
contribution to the GAA off the field, Thurles Stadium was renamed Semple Stadium in his honour in 1971.
Tom Semple got married to Mary Devitt, of Racecourse, Cashel, on 6 February 1910 in St John the Baptist
Church, Cashel. After his wife died in 1930 he got married again to Winifred Creagh on 7 February 1934 in
Rathdowney, County Laois. He was president of Thurles Sarsfields GAA Club from 1940 until his death in
1943. Tom Semple died on 11 April 1943 at his residence, Fianna Road, Thurles, aged sixty-four, and is
interred in St Mary’s Cemetery, Thurles. Two of his sons, James and Martin, were ordained at the Cathedral of
the Assumption, Thurles, in 1961 and 1964, respectively, for the parish of Salt Lake City, USA.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1907 Raising and Striking the Hurling Ball 288ft0in.  (87.78 m)



