TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Tom Kiely

by Michael O’'Dwyer

Tom Kiely was born on 25 August 1869 at Ballyneale, Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary. He was the second
eldest son (the eldest son died in infancy) of William Kiely and Mary Kiely (née Downey). His parents got
married on 29 January 1866 at St Mary’s Church, Ballyneale. Tom Kiely was educated at Ballyneale National
School and his main sports were athletics, hurling and Gaelic football. Such was Kiely’s reputation as a Gaelic
footballer that he was elected captain of the local Grangemockler team and on Easter Monday 1896 played for
an Irish team against a London-Irish side at Stamford Bridge. Indeed, that same afternoon he was also a member
of the Munster hurling team that beat Leinster at the famed London venue. Tom Kiely won an astounding fifty-
three Irish athletics championship titles, comprising of thirty-eight GAA titles and fifteen Irish Amateur
Athletic Association (IAAA) titles, as well as five English hammer titles and two American all-round
championship titles. His first Irish title was the IAAA all-round championship which he won at Ballsbridge,
Dublin, on 1 August 1892. The following month on 10 September at the GAA athletics championships at
Jones’s Road, Dublin, he was the hero of the day carrying off no fewer than seven titles, a truly wonderful
performance. He also won twelve Munster athletics championship titles, including six in 1902 at Dungarvan.
The 1904 Olympic Games were held in St Louis, USA, and there three athletes represented their native Ireland:
Tom Kiely, Jack Holloway and John J. Daly. Arriving in America on 2 June, on the RMS Teutonic, the New
York Times ran a headline the next day in its newspaper, ‘Ireland’s Champion Athlete, Thomas F. Kiely Here
To Compete In The Olympic Games’. He competed in the all-round championship with all ten events held on
the one day. Held on 4 July, he won the Olympic event, which also doubled as the American all-round
championship title. Tom Kiely’s result was received with boundless enthusiasm by Irishmen all the world over.
In New York a grand reception was organised at Sulzer’s Harlem River Casino by the local Irish-Americans
where he was presented with a twelve-inch high, silver plated ‘loving cup’ which is on display, along with the
medal won in St Louis, in the Tipperary Museum of Hidden History, Clonmel. The cup is engraved ‘Thomas F.
Kiely of Ireland. All Around Champion of the World. Won at the Olympic Games St Louis USA’. At the
reception the tenor was none other than a young John McCormack. Tom Kiely died on 6 November 1951 at his
residence, Shawfield, Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir, aged eighty-two, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St
Mary’s Church, Ballyneale. A memorial was erected to Tom Kiely in 1978 opposite the church. It was designed
and sculpted by the French-born Yann Goulet (1914-1999), based in Bray, County Wicklow.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

1892
1893
1893
1894
1895
1895
1895
1895
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903

1892
1892
1892
1892
1892
1892
1892
1893
1893
1893
1893
1894
1896
1896
1896
1897
1897
1897
1897
1897
1897
1898
1898
1898
1898
1899
1899
1900

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

All-Round Championship
Long Jump

All-Round Championship
All-Round Championship
120 yd Hurdles

Long Jump

Hammer (7 ft circle)

56 Ib Weight for Distance
Hammer (9 ft circle)
Hammer (9 ft circle)
Hammer (9 ft circle)
Hammer (9 ft circle)
Hammer (9 ft circle)
Hammer (9 ft circle)
Hammer (9 ft circle)

31 points

21 ft 5% in.
29 points

21 points
17.2

20 ft 7 in.
133 ft 7 in.
26 ft 7:in.
139 ft 10 in.
135ft 1in.
139 ft 4 in.
141 ft 6 in.
150 ft 3%z in.
150 ft 3%2 in.
133 ft 6 in.

(6.55 m)

(6.27 m)

(40.71 m)
(8.10 m)

(42.62 m)
(41.17 m)
(42.47 m)
(43.13 m)
(45.81 m)
(45.81 m)
(40.69 m)

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

120 yd Hurdles

Long Jump

Triple Jump

Shot-Put

Putting 28 Ib Weight

Hammer (unlimited run & follow)
Throwing 7 Ib Weight

Triple Jump

Putting 28 Ib Weight

Throwing 7 Ib Weight

Hammer (unlimited run & follow)

56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow)
Hammer (9 ft circle)

Hammer (unlimited run & follow)

56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow)
120 yd Hurdles

Long Jump

Triple Jump

Hammer (9 ft circle)

Hammer (unlimited run & follow)

56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow)
120 yd Hurdles

Hammer (9 ft circle)

56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow)
All-Round Championship

Hammer (9 ft circle)

56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow)
Hammer (unlimited run & follow)

16.8

21 ft 7% in.
49 ft 7.in.
38 ft0Oin.
31 ft 10%2 in.
123 ft 0 in.
84 ft 4% in.
46 ft 10 in.
32 ft3in.
84 ft 10 in.
128 ft 10 in.
33 ft 6% in.
134 ft 8 in.
143 ft 2 in.
33 ft 5% in.
18.2

20 ft 7% in.
45 ft 2 in.
139 ft 9 in.
143 ft 21in.
36 ft 7in.
16.4

147 ft 9 in.
38 ft1lin.
30 points
156 ft 0 in.
37 ft4in.
143 ft 0 in.

(6.59 m)

(15.11 m)
(11.58 m)
(9.71 m)

(37.49 m)
(25.72 m)
(14.27 m)
(9.83m)

(25.86 m)
(39.27 m)
(10.22 m)
(41.04 m)
(43.64 m)
(10.20 m)

(6.28 m)

(13.76 m)
(42.59 m)
(43.64 m)
(11.15m)

(45.03 m)
(11.86 m)

(47.55 m)
(11.38 m)
(43.58 m)



1901 120 yd Hurdles 16.8

1901 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 35ft1lin.  (10.95m)
1902 120 yd Hurdles 16.2
1902 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 36 ft 2in. (11.02 m)
1903 120 yd Hurdles 16.8
1903 Hammer (9 ft circle) 145ft7in.  (44.37m)
1903 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 34 ft5in. (10.49 m)
1905 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 33ft9in. (10.29 m)
1907 120 yd Hurdles 16.8
1907 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 34 ft5%in.  (10.50 m)

Amateur Athletic Association of England Championships

1897 Hammer (9 ft circle) 142 ft5in.  (43.41m)
1898 Hammer (9 ft circle) 140ft1lin.  (42.70 m)
1899 Hammer (9 ft circle) 136 ft 4%2in.  (41.57 m)
1901 Hammer (9 ft circle) 148 ft 6% in.  (45.27 m)
1902 Hammer (9 ft circle) 142 ft9in.  (43.51m)

American Amateur Athletic Union Championships

1904 All-Round Championship 6,086 points
1906 All-Round Championship 6,274 points



Runner-Up at Senior National Championships:

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

1894 Hammer (7 ft circle) 125 ft 0 in. (38.10 m)
1895 High Jump 5ft4in. (1.62 m)
1895 Shot-Put (7 ft square) 38 ft 2% in. (11.64 m)
1897 Long Jump 21 ft 9% in. (6.63 m)
1902 Long Jump 22 ft0in. (6.70 m)
1902 Shot-Put (7 ft square) 36 ft 8% in. (11.19 m)

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1893 120 yd Hurdles -

1893 Long Jump 21 ft 3% in. (6.49 m)
1893 Shot-Put 39ft2in. (11.94 m)
1893 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 32ft8in. (9.95 m)
1896 Triple Jump 42 ft 2in. (12.85 m)
1896 Throwing 7 Ib Weight 78 ft 0 in. (23.77 m)
1896 56 Ib Weight for Distance 22 ft0in. (6.70 m)
1898 Triple Jump 48 ft 2 in. (14.68 m)
1899 High Jump 5ft6in. (1.67 m)
1899 Triple Jump 45 ft6in. (13.87 m)
1902 Long Jump 20 ft4 in. (6.20 m)
1902 Shot-Put (9 ft circle) 34 ft 8% in. (10.58 m)
1902 Hammer (9 ft circle) 134 ft 6 in. (40.99 m)
1902 Hammer (unlimited run & follow) 141ft10in.  (43.23 m)
1903 Shot-Put (9 ft circle) 36 ft 11 in. (11.25 m)
1905 120 yd Hurdles -

1905 Hammer (9 ft circle) 142 ft 1 in. (43.31 m)

Amateur Athletic Association of England Championships

1895 Hammer (9 ft circle) 130 ft 2%2in.  (39.69 m)
1898 120 yd Hurdles -
1900 Hammer (9 ft circle) 139 ft 2 in. (42.42 m)

Third Place at Senior National Championships:

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

1899 120 yd Hurdles -

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships
1893 Raising and Striking the Hurling Ball 179 ft 3 in. (54.63 m)
1897 Shot-Put 37 ftlin. (11.30 m)

1899 Shot-Put 37 ft 10 in. (11.53 m)

TIE



Titles Won at Senior Munster Championships:

1901

1893
1898
1900
1902
1902
1902
1902
1902
1902
1903
1903

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

120 yd Hurdles 16.4

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

Triple Jump 47 ft 1in. (14.35 m)
Putting 56 Ib Weight 21 ft4in. (6.50 m)
120 yd Hurdles -

120 yd Hurdles 17.4

Putting 28 Ib Weight 32ft0in. (9.75 m)
Hammer 140 ft 0 in. (42.67 m)
14 Ib Weight Throw 51 ft0%in.  (15.56 m)
56 Ib Weight (unlimited run & follow) 38ft0%in.  (11.59 m)
All-Round Championship -

120 yd Hurdles 17.8

Hammer (9 ft circle) 136 ft 5 in. (41.58 m)

Runner-Up at Senior Munster Championships:

1891
1895

1901
1902
1902

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

220 yd =
56 Ib Weight (without follow) 26 ft 7. in. (8.10 m)

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

120 yd Hurdles -
Shot-Put 37t 8in. (11.48 m)
56 Ib Weight (between legs with follow) 25ft 6 in. (7.77 m)

Third Place at Senior Munster Championships:

1894

1902
1902

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

56 Ib Weight Throw 26 ft 9% in. (8.16 m)

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

Long Jump 21 ft4in. (6.50 m)
Triple Jump 46 ft 4 in. (14.12 m)



1895
1895
1895
1895
1895

1897
1897

1898
1898
1898

1899

1900
1900
1900

1901
1901

1902
1902

1903

1906

Tom Kiely’s Performances in the Ireland v. Scotland Athletics Meetings

120 yd Hurdles

High Jump

Long Jump

Shot-Put (7 ft square)
Hammer, Scottish Style

Shot-Put
Hammer (9 ft circle)

120 yd Hurdles
Shot-Put (7 ft square)
Hammer (9 ft circle)

Hammer (9 ft circle)

120 yd Hurdles
Shot-Put
Hammer

120 yd Hurdles
Hammer

120 yd Hurdles
Hammer

Hammer (9 ft circle)

Hammer

22 ft 2% in.

100 ft 6 in.
(Ireland 6 Scotland 5)

137 ft1in.
(Ireland 7 Scotland 4)

16.8

146 ft 10 in.

(Ireland 9 Scotland 2)

141 ft 4 in.
(Ireland 5 Scotland 6)

40ft 0 in.
143 ft6 in.
(Ireland 7 Scotland 4)

145 ft4 in.
(Ireland 5 Scotland 6)

17.0
139 ft 2 in.
(Ireland 9 Scotland 2)

140 ft 0 in.
(Ireland 4 Scotland 7)

141 ft4 in.
(Ireland 4 Scotland 7)

(6.77 m)

(30.63 m)

(41.78 m)

(44.75 m)

(43.08 m)

(12.19 m)
(43.74 m)

(44.30 m)

(42.42 m)

(42.67 m)

(43.08 m)

3rd
4th
1st (1 point)
3rd
2nd

3rd
1st (1 point)

1st (1 point)
3rd
1st (1 point)

1st (1 point)

4th
2nd
1st (1 point)

3rd
1st (1 point)

1st (1 point)
1st (1 point)

2nd

2nd



. Tom Kiely 6,036 points
. Adam Gunn 5.907 points
. Truxtun Hare 5.813 points
. Jack Holloway 5.273 points
. Ellery Clark 2.778 points
. John Grieb 2.199 points
- Max Emmerich 0 points

100 yd: Won by Hare, Holloway second, Clark third, Gunn
fourth, Grieb fifth, Kiely sixth and Emmerich did not finish.

Shot-Put: Won by Gunn, Hare second, Kiely third, Grieb
fourth, Clark fifth and Holloway sixth.

High Jump: Won by Holloway, Gunn second, Grieb and
Clark tied for third place, Kiely fifth and Hare sixth.

880 yd Walk: Kiely and Holloway tied for first place, Clark
third, Gunn fourth, Hare fifth and Grieb sixth.

Hammer: Won by Kiely, Hare second, Gunn third, Clark
fourth and Holloway fifth.

Pole Vault: Won by Gunn, Holloway second, Kiely third and
Hare fourth.

120 yd Hurdles: Won by Kiely, Gunn second, Hare third and
Holloway fourth.

56 Ib Weight: Won by Kiely, Hare second, Gunn third and
Holloway fourth.

Long Jump: Won by Hare, Kiely second, Gunn and Holloway
tied for third.

Mile: Won by Hare, Holloway second, Gunn third and Kiely
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Report of the IAAA Championships in the Boston Globe on 17 June 1895

[RISH ATHLETES.

Fast and Strong Men Meet
on the Green Sod.

Wonderful High Jumping by J. M. Ryan,
the Tipperary Champion.

How the Dublin Contests Impressed an
Ohseryving American Traveler.

DUBLIN., Ire, June 4—Yesterday, at
the famous Ballshridge grounds, the
annual athletic contests for the cham-
plonshlip of Ireland were held under
the auspices of the Irish amateur ath-
let!c association. As vesterday was a
hollday (Whit Monday) the games at-
tracted a great crowa of people, and at
least 5000 spectators stayed from the
first to the last,

The competition commenced shortly
after noon, and although late in start-
Ing, tfinished on scheduled time at 6
o'clock. A military band played tuneful
Irish ailrs that set the hundreds of
Irish beauties to humming and many
an Irishman’'s legs in motion.

Scores of soldiers In red coats, white
coats, blue coats, jaunty little caps
tilted on the slde of the head and gold
lace in profusion, gave a plcturesque
appearance to a scene which In an
American city it would be impossible to
find.

Then there was the genuine enthusi-
asm of a genuine athletic loving people,
and a feeling of satisfaction over every
event that is seldom shown !n the
United States,

The grounds are beautiful. They are
situated 20 minutes' horsge-car ride from

the center of the city, on the other side
of Balls bridge, and can readily be



reached. The whole inclosure is sur-
rounded by a high wall, with Ivy creep-
ing all about it, and the track is in-
closed by an iron fence,

There are two tracks, one within the
other, the inner being of turf, and used
for running, while the outer one, used
by the cyclers, {s macadamized. A large
grand stand, 60 feet behind the fence,
will seat about 2000 geople.

The winners of championships were
presented with gold medals by Mrs D.
D. Bulger, the wife of the retired ex
champion hurdler and jumper. Second
men got silver medals. Thirds are not
counted. In many of the contests but
two men were entered, but they were
the cream of Irish athletic material.

The high jumping of J. M. Ryan of
Tipperary was the most interesting
feature of the day's sport. Of all the
natural, graceful high-jumping cham-
plons throughout the amateur athletic
werld, none can compare with the fa-
mous Irish leaper.

The apparent ease and grace with
which he bounds over great hights Is
astonishing. No maneuvering of the
body for him. No wiggling of the legs.
No strategem in his jumping whatever,
A short run, a bound into the alr, and
the crack high jumper of Ireland can
sail over the crossbar at the splendid
hight of 6 feet 214 inches.

The high jump was contested on the
grass track. Ryan appeared in long
white stockings and blue knicker-
bockers of light material reaching over
the knees. He wears garters.

In jumping he leaps directly into the
air, pulls his legs up to his chest and
the moment they are clear of the bar
shoots them out, landing ankle to
anklie with his back almost directly to
the bar. He then takes another little
bound, making a beautiful finish.

Nothing would please him betterthan
to meet Sweeney. 1 doubt if he could
beat the Xavier wonder, though his
style of jumping would bring a crowd
of Bostonlans to their feet., Ryan ls
about 25, stands 5 feet 10 Inches high,
and scales about 180 pounds.

The most interesting races were the
quarter and mile championship. In
the quarter, J. C. Meredith of Dublin
university, who after winning the 100
vards, was looked upon to give the
holder, J. T. Magee, a close race, and
he exceeded all expectations.

Meredith is only 19, tall and weighs
about 160 pounds. He would remind
Bostonians of W. C. Downs and runs
greatly like the old Harvard runner.
He holds the 220-vard championship,
having won that race in 23 se - onds on
a poor track at Cork on May I,

The starter does not say ‘'set,” simply



“ready,” and fires. A false start does
no harm. In a championship meeting
in Ireland a runner is given every
chance to win, and although a man may
make one or more false starts he still
Keeps on the same mark. When the gun
was fired the men got quickly away.

On the last hundred Meredith and
Magee came to the front, and a great
race ensued, but the university man was
the fleetest, and won in the final brush.

Enthusiasm! It was hair raisipg, and
the kind that only Irishmen know how
to produce. Cheers, yells, cane beating
and hat waving entered into it. The
crowd poured toward the gate, and the
victorious student was carried aloft on
the shoulders of his admirers and
paraded past the stand amlidst more ap-
plause.

In the half-mile and mile, J. J. Mul-
len kept the honors he won a year ago
and won both events, Mullen is a run-
ner of the Frank Rowe stamp, but fin-
ishes llke a Blake. He is a muscular
and gritty man, and would be very hard
to beat. In the last lap of the mile he

had a good tussle with Small of Belfast,
but ran away from him on the stretch.

Kiely, the winner of three champion-
ships and of a second prize, is a re-
markable athlete. He is 6 feet 2 inches,
weighs 190, and will be 26 in August
next. I think he would win from Goff
in an all round contest, as he would win
all weights.

Nobondy would ever take him for a
hammer throwing champion. He looks
like a sprinter, and has not an ounce
of loose Aesh on his body. He broke
the Irish record for the hammer, mak-
ing 133 feet 7 inches. In throwing he
swings very quickly, and with more life
than either Hickok or Mitchell.

His love for athletics is intense. One
vear before the championship meet his
father seized his hammer, shot and 56-
wound weight, placed them under the
ed in his own chamber, locked the
door and retired.

Klely awoke at 1.20 a m and climbed
into his father's room through a win-
dow, secured the weights, and with a
friend’'s assistance walked five miles
with the load of lead and iron to the
station, traveled all the morning, and
then won the all-round championship
the afternoon of the same day. Ly

His prize list reaches over 300, and for
the best part are valuable and hand-
some. :

The steeplechase was a very difficult
race, and carried the runner over stone
walls, hedges and water jumps. The
winner went the distance in fine shape.
No time was taken.

In the long jump the take-off is sunk
flush with the grass, there being no pit



in front, as is the case under American
rules. A foul would constitute a touch-
ing of the grass in front of it. The
running path is, like the track, of turf,
and is almost the equal of a cinder or
clay run, being hard and firm and level
as a fioor.

Horgan, the shot putter, is nearly as
big as Mitchell of the N. Y. A. C. Hor-
gan went on the field yesterday with
the intention of erasing the world's
figures of 47 feet, made by G. R. Gray,
but, as the summmary shows, he was a
good way off.

At this event, as well as the hammer,
only the longest throws or puts are
measured. In this way many minutes
of valuable time are saved.

The costumes of the contestants va-
ried greatly. Green was a favorite color.
Red, pink, black and vellow were in
great favor. Few wore all white. _

The officials were slow, and allowed
the contestants to loiter. The contest-
ants were looked after, not looking
after themselves, as is the case at home.

The summary of championship events:

100 vards—Won Ly J. . Meredith of
Dublin university; P. Mc¢cNamary, Royal
Irish regiment, Limerick, second. Win-
ner's time 10 2-3s.

410 vards—Won by J. C. Meredith of
Dublin university; J. T. Magee, Had-
dington harriers, second. Winner's
time 51 3-5s.

880 vards—Won by J. J. Mullen, Ely-
gilan harriers; J. Archer, FElysian har-
riers, second. Winner's time 2m 2313,

One-mile run—Won by J. J. Mullen,
Elysian harriers; J. M. Small, Clifton-
ville A. ., Belfast, second. Winner's
time 4m 39 3-5s.

One-mile  steeplechase—Won by J.
Archer, Elysian harriers; J. M. Small,
Cliftonvilie A. C., Belfast, second.

tunning long jump—Won by T. F.
Kiely, Carrick-on-Sair, distance 200 ft 7
in; J. E. Fagan of Dublin university
sccond, distan e 19 ft 10 in. '

Nunring high jump—Won by J. M.
Ryan of Tipperary, hight 5 ft 11 in: T,
I'. Kiely, Carrick-on-Suair, second, high*
o ft 4 in.

129 yards high hurdle—Won by T. F.
Kiely, Carrick-on-Suir; R. Pedlow of
Belfast second. Winner's time 17 1-3s.

Putting 16-pound  shot—Won by D.
{;—‘Ioréziml otCC.orlic. d}stasncle 45 ftL 4 in; T.

A ely, Carrick-on-Suir, second, dis-
tai‘xgezs ft efn. e oo

rowi ou: ammer-Won b
T. B, Kiely, Carrick-on-8uis, denny
132 £t 7 in: J. S. Reynolds of Dublin sec~

23 ft 3 in.
ond, distance 123 J. H. Clausen.



Kiely Family
Parents:

William Kiely — Born in c.1831. Married on 29 January 1866 in St Mary’s Church,
Ballyneale. Died on 2 January 1914. Note: Recorded age at time of marriage was thirty-
three and recorded age at time of death was eighty-three.

Mary Kiely (née Downey) — Born in c.1844. Married on 29 January 1866 in St Mary’s
Church, Ballyneale. Died on 5 June 1917. Note: Recorded age at time of marriage was
twenty and recorded age at time of death was seventy-three.

Children:

Mary Kiely (Sr Camillus) — Born on 15 February 1867. Died on 17 December 1956 in the
Mercy Convent, Dungarvan, County Waterford.

Infant male — No name recoreded. Born on 10 September 1868. Died before baptism.

Tom Kiely — Born on 25 August 1969. Married to Mary O’Donnell on 29 July 1908 in St
Mary’s Pro Cathedral, Dublin. Died on 6 November 1951.

Margaret Kiely — Born on 25 March 1871. Married to Denis Slattery on 7 June 1916 in St
Mary’s Church, Dungarvan. Died on 1 February 1950 in Dungarvan.

Hanna Kiely (Reverend Mother Ita) — Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 31
July 1872. Died on 15 February 1941 in the Presentation Convent, Lismore, County
Waterford.

Kate Kiely (Sr Teresa) — Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 15 September
1874. Died in October 1906 in the Ursuline Convent, Wilrijk, Antwerp. Entered the
convent two years earlier and was professed on her death bed.

Ellie Kiely (Reverend Mother Benignus) — Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on
21 October 1876. Died in 1962 in the Convent of Jesus and Mary, Willesden, London.

Nano Kiely (Sr Brendan) — Born on 16 September 1878. Entered the Convent of Jesus and
Mary, Willesden. Later left religious life. Died on 21 January 1941 at Ballyneale.

Larry Kiely — Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 2 October 1880. Farmed at
Ballyneale. Died on 12 December 1961.

Willie Kiely — Born on 1 February 1883. Married to Alicia Cusack on 18 June 1913 in St
Nicholas’s Church, Windgap, County Kilkenny. Farmed at Curraghdobbin, Ballyneale.
Died on 9 February 1965.
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