
 

 

     

Tom Kiely 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Tom Kiely was born on 25 August 1869 at Ballyneale, Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary. He was the second 

eldest son (the eldest son died in infancy) of William Kiely and Mary Kiely (née Downey). His parents got 

married on 29 January 1866 at St Mary’s Church, Ballyneale. Tom Kiely was educated at Ballyneale National 

School and his main sports were athletics, hurling and Gaelic football. Such was Kiely’s reputation as a Gaelic 

footballer that he was elected captain of the local Grangemockler team and on Easter Monday 1896 played for 

an Irish team against a London-Irish side at Stamford Bridge. Indeed, that same afternoon he was also a member 

of the Munster hurling team that beat Leinster at the famed London venue. Tom Kiely won an astounding fifty-

three Irish athletics championship titles, comprising of thirty-eight GAA titles and fifteen Irish Amateur 

Athletic Association (IAAA) titles, as well as five English hammer titles and two American all-round 

championship titles. His first Irish title was the IAAA all-round championship which he won at Ballsbridge, 

Dublin, on 1 August 1892. The following month on 10 September at the GAA athletics championships at 

Jones’s Road, Dublin, he was the hero of the day carrying off no fewer than seven titles, a truly wonderful 

performance. He also won twelve Munster athletics championship titles, including six in 1902 at Dungarvan. 

The 1904 Olympic Games were held in St Louis, USA, and there three athletes represented their native Ireland: 

Tom Kiely, Jack Holloway and John J. Daly. Arriving in America on 2 June, on the RMS Teutonic, the New 

York Times ran a headline the next day in its newspaper, ‘Ireland’s Champion Athlete, Thomas F. Kiely Here 

To Compete In The Olympic Games’. He competed in the all-round championship with all ten events held on 

the one day. Held on 4 July, he won the Olympic event, which also doubled as the American all-round 

championship title. Tom Kiely’s result was received with boundless enthusiasm by Irishmen all the world over. 

In New York a grand reception was organised at Sulzer’s Harlem River Casino by the local Irish-Americans 

where he was presented with a twelve-inch high, silver plated ‘loving cup’ which is on display, along with the 

medal won in St Louis, in the Tipperary Museum of Hidden History, Clonmel. The cup is engraved ‘Thomas F. 

Kiely of Ireland. All Around Champion of the World. Won at the Olympic Games St Louis USA’. At the 

reception the tenor was none other than a young John McCormack. Tom Kiely died on 6 November 1951 at his 

residence, Shawfield, Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir, aged eighty-two, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St 

Mary’s Church, Ballyneale. A memorial was erected to Tom Kiely in 1978 opposite the church. It was designed 

and sculpted by the French-born Yann Goulet (1914–1999), based in Bray, County Wicklow. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1892  All-Round Championship   31 points 

1893  Long Jump     21 ft 5¾ in. (6.55 m) 

1893  All-Round Championship   29 points  

1894  All-Round Championship   21 points  

1895  120 yd Hurdles    17.2 

1895  Long Jump     20 ft 7 in. (6.27 m)  

1895  Hammer (7 ft circle)    133 ft 7 in. (40.71 m) 

1895  56 lb Weight for Distance   26 ft 7 in. (8.10 m) 

1897  Hammer (9 ft circle)    139 ft 10 in. (42.62 m) 

1898  Hammer (9 ft circle)    135 ft 1 in. (41.17 m) 

1899  Hammer (9 ft circle)    139 ft 4 in. (42.47 m) 

1900  Hammer (9 ft circle)    141 ft 6 in. (43.13 m)  

1901  Hammer (9 ft circle)    150 ft 3½ in. (45.81 m) 

1902  Hammer (9 ft circle)    150 ft 3½ in. (45.81 m) 

1903  Hammer (9 ft circle)    133 ft 6 in. (40.69 m) 

 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1892  120 yd Hurdles    16.8 

1892  Long Jump     21 ft 7½ in. (6.59 m) 

1892  Triple Jump     49 ft 7 in. (15.11 m) 

1892  Shot-Put     38 ft 0 in. (11.58 m) 

1892  Putting 28 lb Weight    31 ft 10½ in. (9.71 m) 

1892  Hammer (unlimited run & follow)  123 ft 0 in. (37.49 m) 

1892  Throwing 7 lb Weight    84 ft 4½ in. (25.72 m) 

1893  Triple Jump     46 ft 10 in. (14.27 m) 

1893  Putting 28 lb Weight    32 ft 3 in. (9.83 m) 

1893  Throwing 7 lb Weight    84 ft 10 in. (25.86 m) 

1893  Hammer (unlimited run & follow)  128 ft 10 in. (39.27 m) 

1894  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 33 ft 6½ in. (10.22 m) 

1896  Hammer (9 ft circle)    134 ft 8 in. (41.04 m) 

1896  Hammer (unlimited run & follow)  143 ft 2 in. (43.64 m) 

1896  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 33 ft 5½ in. (10.20 m)  

1897  120 yd Hurdles    18.2 

1897  Long Jump     20 ft 7½ in. (6.28 m)  

1897  Triple Jump     45 ft 2 in. (13.76 m)  

1897  Hammer (9 ft circle)    139 ft 9 in. (42.59 m) 

1897  Hammer (unlimited run & follow)  143 ft 2 in. (43.64 m) 

1897  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 36 ft 7 in. (11.15 m) 

1898  120 yd Hurdles    16.4 

1898  Hammer (9 ft circle)    147 ft 9 in. (45.03 m) 

1898  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 38 ft 11 in. (11.86 m) 

1898  All-Round Championship   30 points 

1899  Hammer (9 ft circle)    156 ft 0 in. (47.55 m) 

1899  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 37 ft 4 in. (11.38 m) 

1900  Hammer (unlimited run & follow)  143 ft 0 in. (43.58 m)  



1901  120 yd Hurdles    16.8 

1901  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 35 ft 11 in. (10.95 m) 

1902  120 yd Hurdles    16.2 

1902  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 36 ft 2 in. (11.02 m)  

1903  120 yd Hurdles    16.8 

1903  Hammer (9 ft circle)    145 ft 7 in. (44.37 m) 

1903  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 34 ft 5 in. (10.49 m)  

1905  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 33 ft 9 in. (10.29 m) 

1907  120 yd Hurdles    16.8 

1907  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow) 34 ft 5½ in. (10.50 m) 

 

 

Amateur Athletic Association of England Championships 

1897  Hammer (9 ft circle)    142 ft 5 in. (43.41 m) 

1898  Hammer (9 ft circle)    140 ft 1 in. (42.70 m) 

1899  Hammer (9 ft circle)    136 ft 4½ in. (41.57 m) 

1901  Hammer (9 ft circle)    148 ft 6½ in. (45.27 m) 

1902  Hammer (9 ft circle)    142 ft 9 in. (43.51 m)  

 

 

American Amateur Athletic Union Championships 

1904  All-Round Championship   6,086 points 

1906  All-Round Championship   6,274 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Runner-Up at Senior National Championships: 

 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1894  Hammer (7 ft circle)    125 ft 0 in. (38.10 m) 

1895  High Jump     5 ft 4 in. (1.62 m) 

1895  Shot-Put (7 ft square)    38 ft 2½ in. (11.64 m) 

1897  Long Jump     21 ft 9¼ in. (6.63 m) 

1902  Long Jump     22 ft 0 in. (6.70 m) 

1902  Shot-Put (7 ft square)    36 ft 8½ in. (11.19 m) 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1893  120 yd Hurdles     - 

1893  Long Jump     21 ft 3½ in. (6.49 m) 

1893  Shot-Put     39 ft 2 in. (11.94 m) 

1893  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow)  32 ft 8 in. (9.95 m)   

1896  Triple Jump     42 ft 2 in. (12.85 m) 

1896  Throwing 7 lb Weight     78 ft 0 in. (23.77 m) 

1896  56 lb Weight for Distance   22 ft 0 in. (6.70 m) 

1898  Triple Jump     48 ft 2 in. (14.68 m) 

1899  High Jump     5 ft 6 in. (1.67 m)  TIE 

1899  Triple Jump     45 ft 6 in. (13.87 m) 

1902  Long Jump     20 ft 4 in. (6.20 m) 

1902  Shot-Put (9 ft circle)    34 ft 8½ in. (10.58 m) 

1902  Hammer (9 ft circle)    134 ft 6 in. (40.99 m) 

1902  Hammer (unlimited run & follow)  141 ft 10 in. (43.23 m) 

1903  Shot-Put (9 ft circle)    36 ft 11 in. (11.25 m) 

1905  120 yd Hurdles     - 

1905  Hammer (9 ft circle)    142 ft 1 in. (43.31 m) 

 

Amateur Athletic Association of England Championships 

1895  Hammer (9 ft circle)    130 ft 2½ in. (39.69 m) 

1898  120 yd Hurdles     - 

1900  Hammer (9 ft circle)    139 ft 2 in. (42.42 m) 

 

Third Place at Senior National Championships: 

 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1899  120 yd Hurdles     - 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1893  Raising and Striking the Hurling Ball  179 ft 3 in. (54.63 m) 

1897  Shot-Put     37 ft 1 in. (11.30 m) 

1899  Shot-Put     37 ft 10 in. (11.53 m) 
 



 

Titles Won at Senior Munster Championships: 

 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1901  120 yd Hurdles     16.4 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1893  Triple Jump     47 ft 1 in. (14.35 m) 

1898  Putting 56 lb Weight    21 ft 4 in. (6.50 m) 

1900  120 yd Hurdles     - 

1902  120 yd Hurdles     17.4 

1902  Putting 28 lb Weight    32 ft 0 in. (9.75 m) 

1902  Hammer     140 ft 0 in. (42.67 m) 

1902  14 lb Weight Throw    51 ft 0 ½ in. (15.56 m) 

1902  56 lb Weight (unlimited run & follow)  38 ft 0 ½ in. (11.59 m) 

1902  All-Round Championship   - 

1903  120 yd Hurdles     17.8 

1903  Hammer (9 ft circle)    136 ft 5 in. (41.58 m)  

 

Runner-Up at Senior Munster Championships: 

 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1891  220 yd      - 

1895  56 lb Weight (without follow)   26 ft 7 in. (8.10 m) 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1901  120 yd Hurdles     - 

1902  Shot-Put     37 ft 8 in. (11.48 m) 

1902  56 lb Weight (between legs with follow)  25 ft 6 in. (7.77 m) 

 

Third Place at Senior Munster Championships: 

 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1894  56 lb Weight Throw    26 ft 9½ in.  (8.16 m) 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1902  Long Jump     21 ft 4 in. (6.50 m) 

1902  Triple Jump     46 ft 4 in. (14.12 m) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Tom Kiely’s Performances in the Ireland v. Scotland Athletics Meetings 

1895  120 yd Hurdles     -     3rd 

1895  High Jump     -     4th 

1895  Long Jump     22 ft 2½ in. (6.77 m)  1st (1 point) 

1895  Shot-Put (7 ft square)    -     3rd 

1895  Hammer, Scottish Style    100 ft 6 in.  (30.63 m)  2nd 

(Ireland 6 Scotland 5) 

 

 

 

1897  Shot-Put      -     3rd 

1897  Hammer (9 ft circle)    137 ft 1 in. (41.78 m)  1st (1 point) 

(Ireland 7 Scotland 4) 

 

 

 

1898  120 yd Hurdles     16.8     1st (1 point) 

1898  Shot-Put (7 ft square)    -     3rd 

1898  Hammer (9 ft circle)    146 ft 10 in. (44.75 m)  1st (1 point) 

(Ireland 9 Scotland 2) 

 

 

 

1899  Hammer (9 ft circle)    141 ft 4 in. (43.08 m)  1st (1 point) 

(Ireland 5 Scotland 6) 

 

 

 

1900  120 yd Hurdles     -     4th 

1900  Shot-Put      40 ft 0 in. (12.19 m)  2nd 

1900  Hammer     143 ft 6 in. (43.74 m)  1st (1 point) 

(Ireland 7 Scotland 4) 

 

 

 

1901  120 yd Hurdles     -     3rd 

1901  Hammer     145 ft 4 in. (44.30 m)  1st (1 point) 

(Ireland 5 Scotland 6) 

 

 

 

1902  120 yd Hurdles     17.0     1st (1 point) 

1902  Hammer     139 ft 2 in. (42.42 m)  1st (1 point) 

(Ireland 9 Scotland 2) 

 

 

 

1903  Hammer (9 ft circle)    140 ft 0 in. (42.67 m)  2nd 

(Ireland 4 Scotland 7) 

 

 

 

1906  Hammer      141 ft 4 in. (43.08 m)  2nd 

(Ireland 4 Scotland 7) 

 

 



 

Results of the All-Round Championship at the 1904 Olympic Games 

 
 
 

Summary 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Tom Kiely and Jack Holloway at St Louis 

 



 

 
Medal won by Tom Kiely at St Louis (with ribbon replaced) 

On display in the Tipperary Museum of Hidden History 

 



 

 
The Kiely Loving Cup 

On display in the Tipperary Museum of Hidden History 

 



 

 
Tom Kiely Memorial at Ballyneale 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

     
 

 

 
 



Report of the IAAA Championships in the Boston Globe on 17 June 1895 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Kiely Family 
 

Parents: 
 

William Kiely – Born in c.1831. Married on 29 January 1866 in St Mary’s Church, 

Ballyneale. Died on 2 January 1914. Note: Recorded age at time of marriage was thirty-

three and recorded age at time of death was eighty-three. 

 

Mary Kiely (née Downey) – Born in c.1844. Married on 29 January 1866 in St Mary’s 

Church, Ballyneale. Died on 5 June 1917. Note: Recorded age at time of marriage was 

twenty and recorded age at time of death was seventy-three. 

 

Children: 
 

Mary Kiely (Sr Camillus) – Born on 15 February 1867. Died on 17 December 1956 in the 

Mercy Convent, Dungarvan, County Waterford. 

 

Infant male – No name recoreded. Born on 10 September 1868. Died before baptism. 

 

Tom Kiely – Born on 25 August 1969. Married to Mary O’Donnell on 29 July 1908 in St 

Mary’s Pro Cathedral, Dublin. Died on 6 November 1951. 

 

Margaret Kiely – Born on 25 March 1871. Married to Denis Slattery on 7 June 1916 in St 

Mary’s Church, Dungarvan. Died on 1 February 1950 in Dungarvan. 

 

Hanna Kiely (Reverend Mother Ita) – Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 31 

July 1872. Died on 15 February 1941 in the Presentation Convent, Lismore, County 

Waterford. 

 

Kate Kiely (Sr Teresa) – Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 15 September 

1874. Died in October 1906 in the Ursuline Convent, Wilrijk, Antwerp. Entered the 

convent two years earlier and was professed on her death bed. 

 

Ellie Kiely (Reverend Mother Benignus) – Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 

21 October 1876. Died in 1962 in the Convent of Jesus and Mary, Willesden, London.  

 

Nano Kiely (Sr Brendan) – Born on 16 September 1878. Entered the Convent of Jesus and 

Mary, Willesden. Later left religious life. Died on 21 January 1941 at Ballyneale.   

 

Larry Kiely – Correct date of birth not recorded. Baptised on 2 October 1880. Farmed at 

Ballyneale. Died on 12 December 1961. 

 

Willie Kiely – Born on 1 February 1883. Married to Alicia Cusack on 18 June 1913 in St 

Nicholas’s Church, Windgap, County Kilkenny. Farmed at Curraghdobbin, Ballyneale. 

Died on 9 February 1965. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


