TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Tom Kelly

by Michael O’'Dwyer

Tom Kelly was born on 8 January 1931 at Lismolin, Mullinahone, County Tipperary. He was a son of James
Kelly, a farmer, and Anastatia Kelly (née Power). They got married on 22 February 1922 in St Mary’s Church,
Killenaule. Tom Kelly was educated at the local Ballydonnell National School. He later went to live with his
uncle Tom Power at Mardyke, Killenaule. His sports were hurling and athletics. He hurled with Killenaule and
won two South Tipperary senior titles with them in 1953 and 1954. He first came into prominence as a runner
with Ballincurry Athletic Club in 1951 when he was runner-up in both the Tipperary junior and senior cross-
country championships at Ballinderry and Templetuohy, respectively. He was also a scoring member of the
Tipperary junior team that won the Munster and Irish cross-country championships that year. In 1953 and 1954
the senior national cross-country championship was held at Belfield, Dublin, and Tom Kelly was a scoring
member of the winning Tipperary team both years. On 9 August 1953 running for Killenaule Athletic Club he
finished third in the Irish 5 miles championship held at Cappamore, County Limerick. The winner was Jim
Cregan (Croom Athletic Club) and runner-up was Tom Walsh (Blackboy Athletic Club). Tom Kelly emigrated
to England in 1955 and was on the Warrickshire hurling team that lost to Cork in the All-Ireland junior final the
same year. He emigrated to Australia in 1956. There he was a member of the Doncaster and Box Hill athletic
clubs in Melbourne and won the international Seoul-Inchon Marathon in South Korea in 1961. The marathon
celebrated the entry of United Nations forces into Seoul at the end of the Korean War. Representing Australia
he defeated a strong field in hot, gruelling conditions in 2:40:25.2. The previous year he won the Victoria
marathon championship in 2:39:51, and in 1960 and 1961 he won the Victorian Marathon Club marathon in
2:40:30 and 2:29:45, respectively. His best marathon time was 2:24:43 in 1970 when he was runner-up in the
Victoria marathon championship at Werribee, Melbourne. On 18 December 1963 he finished third to Ron
Clarke in the annual Zatopek 10,000 m in Melbourne, a race in which Clarke set a new world record of 28:58.6
for the distance. Tom Kelly’s time was 31:56. He was a teacher at St Leo's College in Box Hill and coached
many athletes, including the London and Rio de Janeiro Olympian David McNeill (5,000 m, 10,000 m). Tom
Kelly was killed in a traffic accident on 15 September 2013 in Mount Evelyn, Melbourne. He was aged eighty-
two, and is interred in Templestowe cemetery, Melbourne. In November 2014 the Doncaster Athletics Track in
Melbourne was renamed the Tom Kelly Athletics Track. He was uncle of the Tipperary senior hurlers Eoin and
Paul Kelly.



MARATHON

TIPPERARY MEN WITH BEST MARATHON TIME UNDER 2:30:00

John Fitzgerald CLONMEL 2:16:32 (Clonmel, Ireland) 22 APR, 1990
Phil English CULLEN 2:16:41 (Saratoga, USA) 27 JAN, 1980
Eamonn Hyland CLOGHEEN 2:17:58 (Karlsruhe, Germany) 20 SEP, 1992
Denis O’Gorman THURLES 2:18:15 (Liverpool, England) 30 JUN, 1960
David Mansfield CLONMEL 2:20:15 (Dublin, Ireland) 28 OCT, 2018
Pat O’Donoghue = CLONMEL 2:21:19 (Dublin, Ireland) 26 OCT, 1981
Toddy Finn THURLES 2:22:11 (Dublin, Ireland) 14 JUL, 1990
Dessie O’Connor TIPPERARY TOWN 2:22:19 (Cork, Ireland) 4 APR, 1983
Pat Heffernan FETHARD 2:22:27 (Glasgow, Scotland) 20 SEP, 1987
Noel Grace CARRICK-ON-SUIR 2:22:43 (Portlaoise, Ireland) 12 APR, 1986
Christy Ryan CASHEL 2:24:32 (London, England) 29 MAR, 1981
Tom Kelly MULLINAHONE 2:24:43 (Werribee, Australia) 22 AUG, 1970
John Joe Harty HOLYCROSS 2:24:57 (Gawler, Australia) 19 SEP, 1974
Phil Ryan ROSSMORE 2:25:00 (Culver City, USA) 1 DEC, 1974
Liam Ryan ROSSMORE 2:25:00 (Culver City, USA) 1 DEC, 1974
Sean Hughes THURLES 2:25:03 (Dublin, Ireland) 28 OCT, 1985
John Landy CLONMEL 2:27:37 (Clonmel, Ireland) 22 APR, 1990
Seamus Christie LIMERICK JUNCTION 2:28:12 (Dublin, Ireland) 29 OCT, 1990
Martin Lowe CASHEL 2:28:58 (Tiberaus, Israel) 21 DEC, 1983
Mark Gleeson BORRISOKANE 2:29:10 (Dublin, Ireland) 26 OCT, 1992
Bernard Feery ROSCOMMON/KILLUSTY 2:29:20 (Dublin, Ireland) 11 JUL, 1993
T. J. O’Loughlin CLONMEL 2:29:56 (Dublin, Ireland) 29 OCT, 1990

TIPPERARY WOMEN WITH BEST MARATHON TIME UNDER 3:00:00

Siobhan O’Doherty DOLLA
LIMERICK/(Nenagh Olympic AC) 2:50:33

Teresa Tuohy
Angela McCann

DUBLIN/CLONMEL
Margaret Curran ENGLAND/BALLYNEALE

2:45:09

2:53:02
2:56:30

(Paris, France)
(Dublin, Ireland)
(Cork, Ireland)
(Dublin, Ireland)

[All times are official times only, start gun to finish line]

9 APR, 2017
26 OCT, 1992
4 JUN, 2012
28 OCT, 1996



