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Tom Healy was born on 1 May 1916 at Coolcroo, Two-Mile-Borris, County Tipperary. He was the sixth son,
and youngest of eleven children, of Tommy Healy and Anne Healy (née Treacy). His parents got married on 18
February 1901 in St James’s Church, Two-Mile-Borris. His father was on the Tipperary team that won the first
All-Ireland hurling final in Birr on 1 April 1888 and scored the game’s only goal. His brother Mick Healy was
the winner of the Irish 4 miles championship in 1934, and another brother Phil Healy won the Irish junior cross-
country championship in 1938. Tom Healy attended Two-Mile-Borris National School and Thurles CBS where
he was a member of the school’s first hurling team to win the Harty Cup in 1933. The following year, the
jubilee year of the Gaelic Athletic Association, he won Munster and all-Ireland minor hurling championship
medals with the victorious Tipperary team. In athletics, he competed with great success with Coolcroo
Athletic Club and according to his obituary he was regarded as the father figure of athletics in the county
for many years. He won his first national track title in 1937 when he won the 880 yards at the Irish youths
championships at Phoenix Park in a championship record of 2:09.8. At the national senior championships
he was third in the mile in 1939 at Thurles behind the winner Billy Gavin (Drogheda), and W. Fitzgerald
(Cork). For the next two years Tom Healy won the Irish mile championship at Fermoy and Enniscorthy,
respectively. His winning time of 4:28.4 in 1940 was a Tipperary record for the distance. In the Irish
junior cross-county championship in 1937 at Baldoyle racecourse he finished seventh and Coolcroo
Athletic Club was the winning team. The six scorers were Jimmy Sweeney, Tom Healy, Tom Kennedy,
Chris Cooke, Tom Whelan and Martin Healy. In 1938 and 1939 Coolcroo finished first team in the Irish
senior cross-county championship and Tom Healy was a scoring member each time finishing twelfth and
second, respectively. He was the recipient of the 1991 Knocknagow hall of fame award at the Cidona Sports
Awards (now Annerville Sports Awards). He got married to Sheila O’Sullivan, native of Castletownbere,
County Cork, on 5 August 1947 in Saints Peter and Paul’s Church, Cork. They had one daughter, Mary
Cooney, who lives in Youghal, and eight sons. Three of his sons won titles in the Irish junior
championships, John, high jump (1970, 1971); Pat, hammer (1971, 1972), shot-put and discus (1972); and
Brendan, javelin (1976). Pat, Denis and Brendan, donned the green singlet representing Ireland
internationally in athletic competitions. Tommy, John and Pat were the decathletes in the family. Pat was
runner-up in the Irish decathlon championship in 1975. He also competed for Ireland in five consecutive
World orienteering championships. Tom Healy died on 24 August 1995, aged seventy-nine, and is interred
in Two-Mile-Borris cemetery.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

1940 Mile 4:28.4
1941 Mile 4:34.8



