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Tom Fitzgerald was born on 16 December 1921 at Poynstown, Glengoole, County Tipperary. He was a son of 

John Fitzgerald, a farmer, and Johanna Fitzgerald (née Dwyer). His parents got married on 19 February 1919 in 

St James’s Church, Two-Mile-Borris. His grandfather T. K. Dwyer, native of Ballyvinane, Littleton, was Irish 

mile champion in 1878. Tom Fitzgerald, affectionately known as Long Tom, started his athletics career with 

Gortnahoe Athletic Club. Results of the Tipperary novice cross-country championship held in Gortnahoe on 18 

January 1942 show he finished sixth. He won his first national medal at Ballinasloe, County Galway, on 24 

February 1946 at the national junior cross-country championship when all of Tipperary’s scoring six finished in 

the first eleven. The six scorers for the winning Tipperary team were Patsy Fitzgerald, Pat Leatham, Din 

Kennedy, Mick Cleary, Tom Fitzgerald and Paddy Sheedy. The following year Tom Fitzgerald was running for 

Coolcroo Athletic Club and over the next few years he was at least four times a top six scorer when the club 

won a national senior cross-country championship. He helped Coolcroo win the AAU cross-country 

championship in 1947, 1948 and 1949 and the All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA cross-country championship in 1947 

and probably in 1949. All of Coolcroo’s scoring six in the latter championship are not known as they were not 

recorded in newspapers at the time. On 30 March 1947 he represented Ireland in the International cross-country 

championship held in Paris and finished thirty-third out of fifty-four competitors in a time of 53:59 over the 

nine miles course. He also played hurling for his club Glengoole and players he played with include fellow 

athlete Patsy Fitzgerald, and All-Ireland hurling champion and international show jumper Larry Kiely. Tom 

Fitzgerald died on 20 March 2018, aged ninety-six, and is interred in Glengoole cemetery. 


