
 

 

 

Tom Burke 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Tom Burke was born on 27 October 1913 at Seskin House, Seskin, Upperchurch, County Tipperary. He was the 

third son of James Burke, a farmer, and Mary Burke (née Kelly). His father was native of Seskin, and his 

mother was native of Knockgloss, Annacarty, County Tipperary, and they got married on 28 October 1908 in St 

Brigid’s Church, Annacarty. Tom Burke’s three main sports were hurling, athletics and coursing. He won an 

All-Ireland minor hurling medal on 2 October 1932 when he helped Tipperary beat Kilkenny in the final by 8–5 

to 5–1 at Croke Park. He went on to play for the Tipperary junior and senior teams and was a member of the 

Éire Óg Annacarty/Donohill team that won the county senior hurling final for the club’s only time on 4 October 

1943 when they beat Moycarkey/Borris by 4–3 to 2–4 at Thurles. In athletics, Tom Burke was a top six scorer 

for Coolcroo when the club won its first two national senior cross-country championship titles in 1938 and 

1939. Held on 27 March 1938 at Baldoyle, Dublin, the winning six scorers were Jimmy Sweeney, Jerry Fahey, 

Tom Burke, Jimmy Hannon, Tom Healy and Phil Healy. The following year on 2 April 1939 at Thurles the 

winning six scorers were Tom Healy, Jimmy Sweeney, Jerry Fahey, Tom Burke, Martin Healy and Phil Jones. 

Also in 1939 at the national junior cross-country championship Tom Burke was once again a top six scorer for 

the winning Coolcroo club. Later that year at the national athletics championships at Thurles on 16 July 1939 in 

the 4 miles track event Tom Burke finished third behind the runner-up, Phil Healy, also of Coolcroo, and the 

winner, Toddy Maguire, native of Ballynonty. Tom Burke’s big success in coursing was on 22 February 1952 at 

Powerstown Park, Clonmel, where he was the trainer of the Irish Derby winner, Rathard Rebel. Owned by John 

Riall, Knockphelagh, near Solohead, Rathard Rebel was the first greyhound from Tipperary to win the Derby. 

After spending much of his latter years living in Dublin, Tom Burke died on 27 June 1992 in St Vincent’s 

Hospital, Dublin, aged seventy-eight, and is interred in Glenkeen cemetery, near Borrisoleigh, County 

Tipperary. He was first cousin to Joan Burke, the well-known Dublin singer, who was a half-sister to William 

T. Cosgrave, the first president of the executive council of the Irish Free State (then the head of government, An 

Taoiseach replaced this position in 1937) and former leader of Cumann na nGaedheal. 


