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Toddy Maguire

by Michael O'Dwyer

Toddy Maguire was born on 20 November 1915 at Ballynonty, County Tipperary. He was the third, and
youngest, son of George Maguire and Catherine ‘Kate’ Maguire (née Maher). His parents got married on 5 July
1911 in the Church of the Nativity of Our Lady, Loughmore. A well-known athlete in his youth, Toddy
Maguire began his athletic career in Gortnahoe and went on to win three Irish running titles. His first senior
medal in national athletics was on 27 March 1938 at the Irish cross-country championship at Baldoyle
racecourse when he finished in sixteenth position and helped Ballynonty Athletic Club finish third. The first
club to finish for the national title was Coolcroo Athletic Club and Army Metro finished second. Pat Hackett
was the first finisher for Ballynonty in fifth position and Toddy Maguire was the next finisher. Just three weeks
earlier Toddy won the Tipperary novice cross-country championship at Deerpark, Cashel, ahead of Larry
Donnelly (New Inn) in second and Din Kennedy (Coolcroo) third. The team result was shared by Ballynonty
and Coolcroo clubs, who tied for first place with a total of twenty-three points each. The following year Toddy
won the Irish 3 miles and 4 miles titles at Feakle and Thurles, respectively, and was third in the Irish 10 miles
championship at Croke Park. The latter was won by Jerry Fahey (Coolcroo Athletic Club). Toddy successfully
retained his national 3 miles title at Feakle in 1940 and finished third in the national 4 miles at Drogheda in
1941 behind the winner Brian Downey (Civil Service Harriers), and Jimmy Sweeney (Coolcroo Athletic
Club). He was also a very active gunman, and hurling was another game at which he excelled. Toddy was on
the staff of Bord na Mona for thirty-four years until his retirement in 1980. He had been a bagger driver for
many years and ended his service in the workshop. Toddy Maguire died on 28 September 1986 in Our Lady’s
Hospital, Cashel, aged seventy, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining the Church of St Patrick and St Oliver,
Glengoole.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

1939 3 Miles 15:39
1939 4 Miles 21:23
1940 3 Miles -



