TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Tim Smythe

by Michael O'Dwyer

Tim Smythe was born on 12 April 1905 at Garraun, Feakle, County Clare. He was a son of Cornelius Smythe
and Mary Anne Smythe (née Tuohy). His parents got married on 25 January 1904 in St Mary’s Church, Feakle.
After his mother died on 6 July 1909 and his father died on 1 February 1918 he moved to Clonloum,
O'Callaghan’s Mills, County Clare, where he was reared by his aunt Norah Lenihan (née Smythe). Tim Smythe
overcame an accident which left his left leg one and a half inches shorter than the right to go on and win the
International cross-country championship in Dublin in 1931. He first competed in the Irish junior cross-country
championship on 19 February 1927 at Baldoyle racecourse where he finished tenth and his then club Limerick
Athletic Club finished fifteenth. The following year he was invited to join the Ryan Athletic Club in Thurles,
called after Canon M. K. Ryan, who ministered for eighteen years in the parish of Thurles, and had a great
interest in the Gaelic Athletic Association and Irish nationalism. In the Irish junior cross-country championship
on 25 February 1928 at Baldoyle racecourse Tim Smythe finished nineteenth and his Tipperary club finished
ninth. The winner was Loughmore, County Tipperary-born Tom Fanning. The Ryan Athletic Club athletes
finished in the following order, Tim Smythe; Jack Harty, Ballyvoneen (father of John Joe & Marian, Thurles
Croke AC, and grandfather of William Hughes, ditto); Johnny Ryan; Paddy Shanahan, Pouldine and later
Golden; Geoff Donovan, Leugh; Jimmy Fogarty, Leugh; P. Davitt, Loughmore; Malachy Collison, Moneyqgall;
Jack Dwyer, Carrigeen, Horse and Jockey; William Taylor, Graigue; and B. Maher. Team managers were Joe
McLoughney, Thurles shopkeeper, and Seamus Brennan, county librarian and future priest. During the
subsequent track season, with Ennis Athletic Club, Tim Smythe won the Munster 3 and 5 miles championships
at the Markets Field, Limerick, and Castleiney, County Tipperary, respectively. He was instrumental in the
forming of O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic Club in October 1928 and with his new club he finished in second and
third place in the individual placings at the 1929 Irish junior and senior cross-country championships. Tim won
the Irish senior cross-country championship in 1930, 1931 and 1932. He was also one of the six scorers for the
winning O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic Club teams in the championship in 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1936, and for
Clare in the inter-county championship in 1935 and 1936. Tim Smythe’s greatest win was on 28 March 1931 at
Baldoyle racecourse where he became the first Irishman to win the International cross-country championship.
Tim Smythe died on 24 May 1982 at his residence, Cahercalla, Ennis, aged seventy-seven, and is interred in
Drumcliffe cemetery, Ennis. In his honour the fair green in Ennis was renamed the Tim Smythe Park in 1985.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

1930
1931
1931
1932
1932
1932

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

Cross-Country (Inter-Club)
10 Miles

Cross-Country (Inter-Club)
4 Miles

10 Miles

Cross-Country (Inter-Club)

52:46
56:02.2
51:32
20:16.4
56:35
54:14



