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Tim O’Connor was born on 15 February 1908 at Croughta, Ballyclough, Mallow, County Cork He was the 

fourth son, and sixth child of Tim O’Connor, a farmer, and Kate O’Connor (née O’Callaghan). They got 

married on 27 February 1900 in St Mary’s Dominican Church, Pope’s Quay, Cork. His father Tim O’Connor 

(1861–1946) toured the United States with the Gaelic ‘invasion’ team in 1888 and was high jump champion of 

Ireland and America the same year. Young Tim O’Connor, having been for some years on the staff of the 

Munster and Leinster Bank, in Ballina, County Mayo, was transferred on promotion to Clonmel in 1931. There, 

he joined Clonmel Athletic & Cycling Club and in the national championships at Croke Park he was runner-up 

in the long jump in 1931 and 1932 to Paddy Anglim. Both years he competed for Ireland in the international 

athletics meeting against Scotland and again he finished runner-up to Paddy Anglim on both occasions. Anglim 

and O’Connor competed in the trials at Croke Park for the 1932 Olympic Games in Los Angeles and though 

both athletes were capable of jumping 23 feet 10 inches, which was the standard set for qualifying, they could 

not attain the distance on the day. Tim O’Connor, having jumped 24 feet on several occasions in practice, his 

best long jump in competition was 24 ft ½ in. (7.33 m) on 1 August 1932 with Duhallow Athletic Club in a 

Cork inter-club competition. His best with Clonmel Athletic & Cycling Club was 23 ft 10½ in. (7.28 m) on 24 

September 1933 at Enniscorthy sports. From Clonmel he was transferred to banks in County Cork, and from 

there to Ennis, Abbeyfeale, where he was promoted to manager, and Roscommon. He also played Gaelic 

football at senior and junior level with Cork. Tim O’Connor died on 7 December 1981 in Cork Regional 

Hospital, aged seventy-three, and is interred in St Michael’s Cemetery, Blackrock, Cork. 


