
 

 

 

Tim Carroll 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Tim Carroll was born in 1866 at Lisvernane, County Tipperary. According to local church records he was 

baptised on 5 September 1866. He was the third son of John Carroll, a schoolmaster, and Bridget Carroll (née 

McGrath). His parents got married in the parish of Galbally and Aherlow on 21 April 1858. Tim Carroll’s event 

was walking and at the 3 miles distance he held the Irish championship no less than five times under Gaelic 

Athletic Association rules and twice under the code of the Irish Amateur Athletic Association. He was also 

three times runner-up. Having already been to the United States in the late 1880s Tim returned to New York in 

October 1898 as a passenger on the Britannic. It was almost a dozen years before he took up athletics again, 

first with Acorn Athletic Club, before competing for Irish-American Athletic Club. He was runner-up in both 

the American indoor 1 and 3 miles walk championships in 1910. Two years later at the age of forty-six he 

finished third in the American 7 miles walk championship. Tim Carroll’s first win was at the Aherlow sports on 

17 June 1885, one of the first sports meetings of the GAA founded the previous year. He won the 2 miles 

walking event and the other winners of the main events on the day were, Pat McGrath, Longford, Aherlow 

(high jump, long jump and triple jump), Jim Mitchell, Bartoose, Emly (shot-put, hammer and 56 lb throw), 

Maurice Morrissey, Dromline, Kilfeacle (880 yd and mile), Richard Doody, Ardnamoher, Galbally (100 yd), 

James Wall, Rathdarby, Bansha (440 yd), Dan J. Navin, Cashel (120 yd hurdles), and William Merrigan, 

Ballinleenty, Tipperary town (three jumps with weights). The starter and handicapper at the meeting was 

Maurice Davin and when he saw Jim Mitchell throwing the hammer for the first time he said to local man Bob 

Frewen, ‘Look here, Bob, a pup out of Mitchell would be worth rearing.’ Having returned to Ireland two years 

earlier, Tim Carroll died on 5 July 1934 at his residence, Lisvernane, aged sixty-eight, and is interred in 

Clonbeg cemetery, Aherlow. 



  

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships 

1892  3 Miles Walk    23:02.6 

1893  3 Miles Walk    23:02.4 

 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1888  3 Miles Walk    22:51.8         

1892  3 Miles Walk    23:10 

1893  3 Miles Walk    22:25.4 

1895  3 Miles Walk    23:42.6 

1896  3 Miles Walk    21:24.2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


