
 

 

  

T. K. Dwyer 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

T. K. Dwyer was born on 18 February 1848 at Ballyvinane, Littleton, County Tipperary. He was the only son, 

and only surviving child (a sister Mary died young), of Thomas Dwyer, a farmer, and Margaret Dwyer (née 

Kelly). His father was native of Ballyvinane, and his mother was native of Glengoole, County Tipperary, and 

they got married on 19 February 1844 in the parish of Gortnahoe and Glengoole. His first cousin Tim Dwyer 

played for the Tipperary team in the first All-Ireland hurling final of 1887. At the Irish athletics championships 

the mile was contested every year from the inaugural championships in 1873 until the event was discontinued in 

1975. In those years it has been won by five Tipperary athletes: T. K. Dwyer, James Carmody, J. J. Ryan, Tom 

Healy and John Joe Barry. The mile is still contested at sports meetings worldwide and is regularly seen as the 

blue riband event. The two Tipperary athletes who have run sub-four minute miles are Tommy Moloney 

(Thurles) and Sean Tobin (Clonmel). The first sports meeting T. K. Dwyer competed in was at Drangan, 

County Tipperary, on 17 September 1875 when he won the mile ahead of runner-up E. Morris (Laffansbridge) 

and six others. His first big race outside the county was at the Trinity College sports in Dublin on 15 June 1877 

when not only did he win the mile handicap running barefoot but he actually stopped to rest himself at the last 

turn and still managed to win by seventy yards. T. K. Dwyer competed in just the one Irish athletics 

championships, on Whit Monday, 10 June 1878, at Lansdowne Road, and in the mile his three opponents were 

Charles H. Ford (holder of the title), John F. Denning and Henry Hamilton Dwyer. He won easily in 4:39.25 

and The Field reported the following on the race, ‘A great victory for Tipperary, the Thurles man winning, from 

start to finish, by at least thirty yards. Ford seemed out of form, and soon took last place. H. H. Dwyer and 

Denning had a splendid finish for second place, the former winning by three inches only.’ Writing in the 

Tipperary Historical Journal of 2014, J. M. Tobin argued convincingly that T. K. Dwyer was an attendee at the 

founding of the Gaelic Athletic Association at Hayes’s Hotel, Thurles, on 1 November 1884. He was active 

during the Land War and received a prison sentence for intimidation in 1881. He got married to Kate Russell, 

native of Garrenroe, Thurles, on 24 February 1879 in Thurles cathedral. T. K. ‘Tim’ Dwyer died on 10 March 

1926 at his residence, Ballyvinane, aged seventy-eight, and is interred in Ballycahill cemetery. In the GAA 

national championships his son J. K. Dwyer was fifth in the long jump in 1911 and fourth in the three standing 

jumps in 1913. His grandson Tom Fitzgerald competed for Coolcroo Athletic Club and Ireland in the 1940s. His 

great-grandsons Tom and Tadgh Dwyer represented Ireland in the decathlon at the CSIT (International Labour 

and Amateur Sports Confederation) championships in the 1980s. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

Irish Athletics Championships 

(under the auspices of Irish Champion Athletic Club) 

1878  Mile      4:39.25 
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PROGRESSION OF THE TIPPERARY MILE RECORD 
 

T. K. Dwyer        THURLES    4:39.25        (Lansdowne Road, Dublin)       10 JUN, 1878 

J. J. Ryan        KILFEACLE   4:35        (Fermoy, County Cork)       25 JUL, 1915 

J. J. Ryan        KILFEACLE   4:30        (Mallow, County Cork)             20 AUG, 1916 

Tom Healy        TWO-MILE-BORRIS  4:28.4        (Fermoy, County Cork)        4 AUG, 1940 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:26.6        (Iveagh Ground, Dublin)            21 JUL, 1945 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:23.6        (Ballinasloe, County Galway)     5 AUG, 1945 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:20.1        (Iveagh Ground, Dublin)             8 JUN, 1946 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:16.8        (Iveagh Ground, Dublin)           20 JUL, 1946 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:15.2        (College Park, Dublin)                9 AUG, 1947 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:14.0        (Lansdowne Road, Dublin)         8 JUN, 1949 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:12.2        (Helenvale Park, Glasgow)       28 JUN, 1949 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:09.4        (Lansdowne Road, Dublin)       13 JUL, 1949 

John Joe Barry        USA/THE COMMONS  4:08.6        (College Park, Dublin)              27 AUG, 1949 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES    3:57.70        (Mardyke, Cork)         13 JUL, 1983 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES    3:54.68        (Mardyke, Cork)           8 JUL, 1986 

 

 
 

SUB-4 MINUTE MILES RUN BY TIPPERARY ATHLETES 
 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:57.70        (Mardyke, Cork)                      13 JUL, 1983 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:59.84        (Mardyke, Cork)                       3 JUL, 1984 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:59.96        (Mary Peters Track, Belfast)     30 JUN, 1986 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:54.68        (Mardyke, Cork)                        8 JUL, 1986 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:59.6        (Santry, Dublin)                        6 AUG,1986 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:58.06        (Mardyke, Cork)                        7 JUL, 1987 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:56.63        (Mardyke, Cork)                        5 JUL, 1988 

Tommy Moloney     THURLES                 3:59.27        (Gateshead, England)           16 JUL, 1988 

Sean Tobin        CLONMEL                  3:59.91        (Seattle, USA)                        15 FEB, 2014 

(Run on University of Washington’s 307 metre indoor flat track) 

Sean Tobin        CLONMEL                  3:58.70        (Santry, Dublin)                   12 JUL, 2017 

Sean Tobin        CLONMEL                  3:57.00        (CIT Arena, Cork)                     18 JUL, 2017 

Sean Tobin        CLONMEL                  3:58.28        (New York, USA)                       3 FEB, 2018 

 

 

 


