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Rody Delaney was born on 9 May 1874 at Mardyke, Killenaule, County Tipperary. He was the second eldest
son of Rody Delaney, a farmer and blacksmith, and Margaret Delaney (née Moloney). His parents got married
on 12 February 1872 in Boherlahan church. By 1880 the family had moved to Coolquill, Killenaule. His mother
was native of Ardmayle and was a sister of James K. Moloney who owned the drapery store, J. K. Moloney’s,
in Thurles, and Fr Daniel Moloney who was parish priest of Moycarkey and Two-Mile-Borris when he died in
1935. Rody was one of a family of five brothers and five sisters. His youngest brother Daniel Delaney captained
the well-known Racecourse hurling team during his time as district court registrar in Cashel. His youngest sister
Alice got married in 1919 to Tom Shanahan, Kilkarney, Ballinure, who played for the Tipperary team that won
the 1916 All-Ireland senior hurling final, and a brother of the 1924 Olympic decathlete Bill Shanahan. During
the 1890s Rody Delaney was living in Thurles and was most likely working at his uncle’s drapery. In the
cathedral town he was a member of the Thurles Cycling Club and also the Thurles GAA club. In athletics his
main events were the sprints and jumps. He was a regular at sports meetings and it was reported in the New
Ross Standard of 22 July 1899 that he had won the 440 yards GAA championship of Leinster in 53 seconds at
the Rower sports held two days previously in New Ross but was disqualified for going inside the pegs. At the
national athletics championships held under the auspices of the GAA on 17 September 1899 in Thurles in the
220 yards Rody Delaney finished runner-up to Peter O’Connor, who was in splendid form, also winning the
high jump, long jump and triple jump. Rody Delaney worked in the drapery business much of his life and at one
time owned a drapery shop in the Irish House, Cashel. He died on 8 May 1939 in Clonmel District Hospital,
aged sixty-four, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St Mary’s Church, Killenaule. His nephews Roger
Delaney and John Delaney, along with John Cahill, Tom Cahill and Jimmy Tobin, reformed Coolquill Athletic
Club in 1982. Roger Delaney was elected president of the club in 1995 but died the following year and John
Delaney has been president since.



