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Pierce Butler was born in 1883 at Kilnamack, near Knocklofty Bridge, County Waterford. Local church records 

show he was baptised on 29 November 1883. The townland of Kilnamack is just outside Clonmel, County 

Tipperary. He was a son of Patrick Butler, a farmer, and Mary Butler (née Wall). His parents got married on 7 

February 1874 in St Helena’s Church, Nire Valley, County Waterford. At the inaugural Tipperary against Cork 

athletics inter-county meeting on 23 September 1900 at Dungarvan, the first athletics inter-county meeting held 

in Ireland, his elder brother Watty Butler won the 880 yards contest and also competed in the 440 yards 

handicap. The overall competition was won by Tipperary by 63½ points to 27½ points. Both brothers competed 

for Tipperary against Cork in the athletics inter-county meeting on 17 September 1905 at Dungarvan. Pierce 

took part in the high jump and triple jump, and Watty competed in the 880 yards, mile and 4 miles. On that 

occasion the overall competition was won by Tipperary by 50½ points to 40½ points. Pierce Butler was the 

winner of the pole vault at the national athletics championships of the Gaelic Athletic Association on 29 July 

1906 at Cork Athletic Grounds. This stadium was demolished in 1974 and replaced by Páirc Uí Chaoimh. The 

following day his brother Watty Butler won the Munster 880 yards title at the Clogheen sports, having 

previously finished third in the national 5 miles championship of 1901, at Tipperary town.  

 

 

 

 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1906  Pole Vault     10 ft 6 in. (3.20 m) 

 

 

 

 


