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Phil Kinane was born in 1887 at Gortnahalla, Upperchurch, County Tipperary. According to local church
records he was baptised on 2 March 1887. He was the third son of John Kinane, a farmer, and Mary Kinane
(née Cahill). His parents got married on 9 November 1876 in the former parish church in Loughmore, County
Tipperary. In athletics Phil Kinane’s event was the 120 yards hurdles and in the national championships he was
twice the Irish champion, twice runner-up, and twice in third position. He first won the title at the Irish AAA
championships in 18.6 seconds on Whit Monday, 12 May 1913, at Ballsbridge, Dublin, in what were terrible
weather conditions. Six years later he won the GAA 120 yards hurdles title in 16.4 seconds on 10 August 1919
at the Markets Field, Limerick. He finished second in the event at the Irish AAA championships in 1910 and at
the GAA championships in 1918, and third at the Irish AAA championships in 1911 and at the GAA
championships in 1921. On 19 July 1913 at Celtic Park, Belfast, he represented his country in the annual Ireland
v. Scotland athletics meeting in his event, the 120 yards hurdles, and finished third. Ireland won the contest by
seven events to four events and two Tipperary winners on the day were Jim Hill, Timoney, Roscrea, winning
the 440 yards and 880 yards, and Paddy Quinn, Erinagh, Capparoe, winning the shot-put. In later years Phil
Kinane acted as handicapper and starter at the principal athletic meetings in the county. He also held both a
slipper’s and judge’s licence from the Irish Coursing Club, acting at many meetings especially in Northern
Ireland where his services were in much request. He got married to Sarah Ryan, native of Gortnahalla,
Upperchurch, on 18 October 1921 in St Mary’s Church, Drombane. They went on to live at Pouldine, Thurles,
first around 1930 and in the early 1940s they moved to Lanespark, Ballynonty, where he was allotted land
through the land commission. Phil Kinane died on 22 September 1947 at Ballynonty, aged sixty, and is interred
in Glenkeen cemetery, Borrisoleigh.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

Irish Amateur Athletic Association Championships

1913 120 yd Hurdles 18.6

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1919 120 yd Hurdles 16.4



