TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Phil Jones
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Phil Jones was born on 25 February 1912 at Cullenwaine, Moneygall, County Offaly. He was the fourth son of
William Jones, a farmer, and Mary Jones (née Kelly). They got married in Barna church on 1 March 1905. His
mother died in November 1951, and his father died in January 1952, and they are interred in Cullenwaine
cemetery. The four sons, Billy, Michael, Jack and Phil, were prominent in athletic circles in the 1930s and early
1940s. Phil was the most successful of the four. He won his first Irish title when at the Irish junior cross-country
championship on 19 March 1939 at Limerick he was a top six scorer for the winning Coolcroo Athletic Club
team. The six scorers were Larry Ryan, Larry Donnelly, Tom Burke, Phil Jones, Din Kennedy and Jerry Fahey.
A fortnight later he became an Irish senior champion. The Irish senior cross-country championship was held on
2 April at Thurles racecourse in front of an enthusiastic home crowd and Coolcroo put on an unprecedented
display when they had seven runners in the first eleven to cross the finish line. It was the first time a club
won both the national junior and senior cross-country championships in the same year. The scoring six for
the Coolcroo senior team were Tom Healy, Jimmy Sweeney, Jerry Fahey, Tom Burke, Martin Healy and
Phil Jones. Phil was the tenth man home and Phil Healy was the next finisher. That summer Phil Jones
joined the Nenagh McDonagh athletic club. He got married to Peggie Cleary on 28 July 1943 at St
Joseph’s Church, Moneygall. Phil Jones died on 18 October 1976 in Mount Carmel Hospital, Dublin, aged
sixty-four, and is interred in Dean’s Grange cemetery. A niece of Phil Jones is Carrick-on-Suir athletics coach
Emby Walsh.



