
 

 

 

Patrick M. Kavanagh 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Patrick M. Kavanagh was born on 14 September 1881 at Gurteen, Kilsheelan, County Waterford. Though the 

village of Kilsheelan is in County Tipperary the townland Gurteen is across the border in County Waterford. He 

was the second son of John Kavanagh, a forester, and Ellen Kavanagh (née Burke). His parents got married on 7 

January 1879 in St Mary’s Church, Gambonsfield, Kilsheelan. Patrick M. Kavanagh, or Paddy as he was 

known, was educated at Rockwell College and Queen’s College, Cork. His two sports were rugby and athletics, 

and played the former as a three-quarter for Rockwell alongside Irish internationals Mike and Jack Ryan. Other 

clubs he played for were Clonmel and Queen’s College, Cork, and he played interprovincial rugby for Munster. 

In one game of note with Rockwell College, when he was only sixteen, in a Munster Senior Cup first round 

match against Garryowen at the Markets Field, Limerick, having drawn in Cahir two weeks earlier, there was a 

hostile mob present upon the occasion and after the final whistle he was kicked and struck on the head. His 

teammate Mike Ryan was kicked in the hip and had to be carried off the field, and other Rockwell players were 

also assaulted and had to be protected by the police. In athletics he was a member of the Tipperary team that 

competed against Cork in the inter-county athletics meetings in 1900 and 1903. He contested the 100 yards and 

220 yards at the first of these meetings held on 23 September 1900 at Dungarvan, and the 100 yards at the latter 

meeting held on 27 September 1903 at Queenstown (Cobh). When the annual sports meeting of the Cork 

Amateur Athletic Club was held on 12 June 1905 in Cork one of the events was the GAA 220 yards 

championship of Ireland. It was won by John Curry, native of Moonadiha, Rathgormack, County Waterford, 

who ran 23.8 seconds, followed by runner-up Paddy Kavanagh and third-placed Paddy Roche of Cork, a future 

Olympic sprinter. The first two athletes were at the time members of the Cork-based Knockrea Athletic Club. 

After a number of years a member of the staff at Cooke’s chemist shop in Clonmel, and later in Dublin, Paddy 

Kavanagh moved to Galway city in 1916, where he set up his own pharmacy two years later. He was a 

prominent member of Galway Golf Club and also took a keen interest in greyhound breeding. Paddy Kavanagh 

died on 5 October 1946 at his residence 1 High Street, Galway, aged sixty-five, and is interred in Bohermore 

cemetery, Galway. 


