TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Pat Davin

by Michael O'Dwyer

Pat Davin was born in 4 June 1857 at Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary. He was the fifth, and
youngest, son of John Davin, a farmer, and Bridget Davin (née Walsh). His parents got married in the parish of
Carrick-on-Suir on 15 November 1840. Pat Davin went to school locally and later went to Mount Melleray
Abbey, where he spent nearly three years. He practised as a solicitor in Carrick-on-Suir after having served as
an apprentice with his brother Tom Davin. The most famous athletic family in Tipperary and further afield in
the 1870s and 1880s was the Davins of Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir. Pat’s older brothers Maurice (1842-1927)
and Tom Davin (1851-1890) won thirteen Irish titles between them in the 1870s and Maurice also won the
shot-put and hammer titles in England in 1881. One of Pat Davin’s finest performances in athletics was winning
the inaugural all-round championship, precursor of the decathlon, on 9 July 1888 at Ballsbridge, Dublin. He
won the event after coming out of five years of retirement from the sport. This was his seventeenth Irish title
win and he also won both the high jump and long jump titles in England in 1881. His best events were the high
jump and long jump. At the Irish athletics championships he won the high jump five times and the long jump
four times. He also won the 120 yards hurdles title five times, the 100 yards sprint once and the shot-put once.
Pat Davin’s best high jump and long jump were world records and for a time simultaneously. His best high
jump was 6 ft 2% in. (1.90 m) on 5 July 1880 at the Carrick-on-Suir athletic sports. His best long jump was 23 ft
2 in. (7.06 m) on 30 August 1883 at Hybla, Monasterevin, County Kildare, and he equalled his own world
record jump on 13 September 1883 at Portarlington, County Laois. It should be noted that at the Monasterevin
athletic sports the run for the long jump was up hill and on rough grass, and of course there was no board to
jump off. When he won the all-round championship in 1888 he is credited with a time of 16 seconds in the 120
yards hurdles which was equal to the world record at the time. The three Davin brothers, Maurice, Tom and Pat,
were members of the Irish team in what was the world’s first ever international athletics meeting on 5 June
1876 when Ireland took on England at Lansdowne Road. The contest was held one day after Pat Davin’s
nineteenth birthday. He got married to Ellen Dwyer on 17 December 1891 in St Nicholas Church, Carrick-on-
Suir. Pat Davin died on 20 September 1949 at his residence, Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir, aged ninety-two, and is
interred in Churchtown cemetery. His coffin was borne from the hearse to the church by fellow champion
athletes, Tom Kiely, Peter O’Connor, Percy Kirwan and Dr Pat O’Callaghan.
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Irish Athletics Championships
(under the auspices of Irish Champion Athletic Club)

120 yd Hurdles 175

High Jump 5ft 8% in. (1.74 m)
Long Jump 22 ft0in. (6.70 m)
120 yd Hurdles 17.6

High Jump 5ft 7% in. (1.72 m)
Long Jump 22 ft 7in. (6.88 m)
100 yd 10.2

120 yd Hurdles 17.4

High Jump 5ft1lin. (1.80 m)
Long Jump 21 ft11in.  (6.68 m)
Shot-Put 36 ft 7.in. (11.15m)

Irish Athletics Championships
(under the auspices of Dublin Athletic Club)

120 yd Hurdles 16.6
High Jump 6 ft2in. (1.88 m)
120 yd Hurdles 16.4
High Jump 5ft9in. (1.75m)
Long Jump 20 ft4in. (6.20 m)

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

All-Round Championship 30 points

Amateur Athletic Association of England Championships

High Jump 6 ft 0% in. (1.84 m)
Long Jump 22 ft11in.  (6.98 m)



