TIPPERARY ATHLETES
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Pake O’Brien
by Michael O'Dwyer

Pake O’Brien was born on 8 January 1879 at Leenane, Donohill, County Tipperary. He was the eldest son of
William O’Brien, a farmer, native of Leenane, and Mary O’Brien (née Allis), native of Gurtnacoola,
Donohill. His parents got married in the parish of Annacarty and Donohill on 23 February 1878. Pake
O’Brien was a well-known athlete from 1900 to 1907. He won many events on the sportsfields from the
half-mile to long distance races. In the junior championship of the Cross-Country Association of Ireland at
Elm Park, Merrion, Dublin, on 8 February 1902 he was a scoring member for Limerick Harriers who
finished second to Claremorris Harriers. At the same championship the following year again at EIm Park on
7 February 1903 he was a scoring member for Galtymore Harriers who finished second to Clonliffe
Harriers. The six scorers for Galtymore Harriers were Mick Kirby (Kilross), Pake O’Brien (Donohill), Watt
Myers (Solohead), Jack Howard (Dundrum), Billie Carroll (Aherlow) and Ned Mansfield (Mullinahone).
The inaugural GAA senior inter-club cross-country championship was held on 17 April 1904 in Finglas,
Dublin, and Pake O’Brien was the sole Galtymore Harriers competitor, finishing eleventh. It was on 3
March 1907 at the GAA junior inter-county cross-country championship, held at Clonskeagh, Dublin, when
Galtymore Harriers made their mark in Tipperary athletics history. Representing the county they won both
the individual and team titles. With Pake O’Brien as captain his team established Tipperary’s great long
distance running tradition. They were the first cross-country team from the county to win a national cross-
country title. This was the first year junior inter-county cross-country championships were held. The winner
was Tim Crowe of Bishopswood, Dundrum, runner-up was Jack Howard of Ballintemple, Dundrum, and
Tipperary’s remaining top six scorers were Paddy Maher (Best), Joe Larkin, Pake O’Brien and Willie
Carew. From 1906 to 1914 Pake O’Brien acted as official handicapper and starter for the GAA at many
sports meetings. He got married to Minnie Coffey of Stuick, Rossmore, on 27 August 1923 at the Church of
St Nicholas of Myra, Francis Street, Dublin. Pake O’Brien died on 28 July 1947 at his residence in Leenane,
aged sixty-eight, and is interred in Solohead cemetery.



