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Paddy Stokes was born on 16 August 1865 at Poulakerry, Kilsheelan, County Tipperary. He was a son of 

Patrick Stokes, a farmer, native of Magowry, Drangan, and Margaret Stokes (née Butler). In athletics, Paddy 

Stokes competed in running, jumping, pole vaulting and weight throwing, and he won one national title. At the 

GAA national championships on 27 August 1889, held at the Duke’s Meadows, in Kilkenny, he won the pole 

vault with a height of 9 ft 10 in. (3.00 m). The following year at the Limerick Gaelic athletic sports at the 

Markets Field on 15 September 1889 he won the pole vault event with an Irish record of 11 feet (3.35 m). This 

equalled the best pole vault on Irish soil set by English athlete, Ernest Latimer ‘Lat’ Stones, at the Freeman’s 

Journal Athletic Club sports at Ballsbridge, Dublin on 10 September 1887. The runner-up at both the Duke’s 

Meadows and the Markets Field was Charles Roche, of Doneraile, County Cork. Many years later, in 1927, 

Paddy Stokes donated a silver cup to be won by the winner of the pole vault each year at the sports meeting 

organised by the Clonmel Athletic & Cycling Club. The inaugural winner of the cup was Paddy Anglim of 

Rosegreen, who, incidentally, on 7 July 1928 cleared 11 ft 3 in. (3.43 m) at the Garda Sports held in Croke 

Park, a height that was ratified as a new Irish record and bettered the record held by Paddy Stokes for almost 

thirty-nine years. In Gambonsfield church, on 22 October 1890, Paddy Stokes got married to Kattie Wall, of 

Kilmore House, Lisronagh. However, his wife died from phthisis on 2 February 1894, aged twenty-four. He 

married the second time, in St Francis Xavier Church, Dublin, on 1 March 1897 to Mary Burke, native of 

Irishtown, Clonmel. She was a sister of Canon William P. Burke (1864–1941), and Alderman Edmund Burke 

(1862–1932), a prominent bacon merchant in Clonmel. Canon Burke was author of History of Clonmel, a book 

published in 1907, and since republished, covering the story of Clonmel from its medieval foundation to the 

dawn of the twentieth century. Paddy Stokes died on 19 September 1943 at his residence, Cregg House, 

Carrick-on-Suir, aged seventy-eight, and is interred in Gambonsfield cemetery, Kilsheelan. His son Paddy 

Stokes (1892–1970) was an international rugby player. He played for Ireland twelve times from 1913 to 1922 

and scored four international tries. He also won the Munster Schools Senior Cup with Rockwell College in 1910 

and won two Munster Senior Cup titles in 1920 and 1924 with Garryowen. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1889  Pole Vault    9 ft 10 in. (3.00 m) 

 

 

 


