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Nicholas Delaney was born on 8 January 1888 at Ballinalard, Tipperary town, County Tipperary. He was the 

eldest son Mathew Delaney, a farmer, and Catherine Delaney (née O’Brien). His parents got married on 15 

February 1887 in St Michael’s Church, Tipperary town. In athletics his most noted race was when he finished 

runner-up in the mile at the GAA national championships on 24 July 1910 in Mallow, County Cork. In the 

results he was reported to have taken the lead at the bell but was beaten at the tape by Dan O’Riordan of Cork in 

a time of 4 minutes 36 seconds. Earlier that year on 13 March at Clonskeagh, Dublin, in the GAA novice cross-

country championship Nicholas Delaney finished runner-up and his club Galteemore Harriers finished third 

team. On 5 March 1911 in that year’s GAA novice cross-country championship at Donnycarney, Dublin, 

Galteemore Harriers finished second team and the club captain Nicholas Delaney finished seventh. The winner 

was J. J. O’Connor (Bansha), runner-up was William Furlong (Dundrum) and fourth was Bill Prout (Killusty). 

The remaining two scorers for Galteemore Harriers were M. F. Ryan (Kilfeacle) and P. Carroll (Dundrum) who 

finished seventeenth and eighteenth. Nicholas Delaney also hurled regularly and was a handicapper and starter 

at athletic meetings. He emigrated to America, sailing from Queenstown (Cobh) on 25 May 1913 on the SS 

Caronia. He ran with the Irish-American Athletic Club in New York before moving to Chicago and running for 

the Chicago Athletic Association. Nicholas Delaney was only after starting off as a private detective in Chicago 

when he was shot and killed on 15 March 1917. He was aged twenty-nine, and is interred in Mount Carmel 

Cemetery, Chicago. 

 

 


