TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Mike Ryan

by Michael O'Dwyer

Mike Ryan was born on 20 October 1869 at Racecourse, Cashel, County Tipperary. He was the second son of
John Ryan, a farmer, and Anne Ryan (née Moloney). He participated with much success in athletics, hurling,
Gaelic football, and rugby. In athletics he was the national champion in the 880 yards in 1891 and 1892 at the
Irish GAA athletics championships. He was also runner-up in the high jump (1895), pole vault (1896), 120 yd
hurdles (1896), all-round championship (1896), and long jump (1898), and third in the 220 yd (1892), 120 yd
hurdles (1892, 1897), and all-round championship (1895). Another event he won was the rising and striking the
hurling ball at the athletics championships in 1892. He captained the Racecourse hurling club and played Gaelic
football for the Cashel King Cormacs. Along with his brother Jack Ryan he assisted Arravale Rovers in winning
the Tipperary senior football championship title in 1899, and they also represented Tipperary in the Munster
final the same year. On Easter Monday, 6 April 1896, at the London Athletic Club grounds, Stamford Bridge in
London, he played for Munster against Leinster in what was the first ever interprovincial hurling match. The
final score was Munster 57 to Leinster 2-8. The same day he played for Ireland in Gaelic football at Stamford
Bridge when they beat London-Irish by 3-15 to 0-3. Also playing in both matches was Tom Kiely. In rugby,
Mike Ryan played for Ireland seventeen times. He and his brother Jack made their international debut for
Ireland on 6 February 1897 when they beat England by 13-9 at Lansdowne Road. Two years later in 1899 they
played in all three matches when Ireland won the Triple Crown. Mike Ryan scored a try against England on 14
February 1903 at Lansdowne Road, a match they won by 6-0. In fact, of the seven times he played for his
country against England he was on the winning side five times. Mike Ryan got married to Ellen Quinlan from
Bridge House, Knockainey, County Limerick, in the chapel at Rockwell College on 29 October 1901. She was a
sister of Fr John M. Quinlan who was a curate in New Inn at the turn of the century and was parish priest of
Borrisoleigh from 1930 to 1950. Mike Ryan was saving hay in a field with a horse-drawn rake on his farm at
Racecourse, Cashel, on 19 August 1947 when both he and the horse were killed by lightning. He was aged
seventy-seven, and is interred in Rosegreen cemetery.



! This is Mike Ryan’s most likely date of birth. It is based on the date of birth of 20 October in an article on Mike Ryan in the Irish newspaper 7he Nation on 2
January 1897, though the year 1872 is used, and the fact he was baptised on 22 October 1869. The date recorded in his birth certificate is 4 November 1869.
However, sometimes back then inaccurate date of births were recorded and date of baptisms are regarded as more reliable.

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1891 880 yd 2:08.6
1892 880 yd 2:08.6
1892 Raising and Striking the Hurling Ball 226 ft0in.  (54.43 m)



