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Mick O’Dwyer was born in 1900 at Loughnaskough, Upperchurch, County Tipperary. Local church records 

show he was baptised on 14 February 1900. He was the second eldest son, and second in a family of nine 

children, of Pat O’Dwyer, a farmer, and Mary O’Dwyer (née Purcell). His parents were native of 

Loughnaskough, and Gortkelly, Upperchurch, respectively, and got married on 14 February 1898 in 

Upperchurch. Mick O’Dwyer joined the Dublin Metropolitan Police on 26 February 1925. He won the 

Munster high jump championship when held at the Markets Field, Limerick, in 1927 and he medalled twice 

in the high jump at the national championships. In 1928 he tied in second place with fellow Dublin guard 

Con O’Connor, native of Caherciveen, County Kerry. The winner was Bill Shanahan, native of Ballinure, 

County Tipperary. In 1932 Mick O’Dwyer tied in third place with once again Con O’Connor. The winners 

were Dr Pat O’Callaghan, living in Clonmel, and Ted Guiney, both of Duhallow Athletic Club, who also 

tied. He represented Ireland in the high jump at the international Tailteann Games in 1928 and 1932. At the 

Tailteann Games on 7 July 1932 he tied in second place with P. J. Cahill, of Dublin-based Croke Athletic 

Club. The winner of the event in 1928 was Harold Osborn, USA, and the winner in 1932 was Con 

O’Connor. Both years the championships and Tailteann Games were held at Croke Park. Mick O’Dwyer 

later served as a Garda in County Kerry at Ballybunion, Ballyduff, Kilgarvin, and Moyvane where he retired 

in March 1963. He also contested the hurdles during his athletic days and another great interest he had was 

gardening. Mick O’Dwyer died on 7 May 1984 in Listowel District Hospital, aged eighty-four, and is 

interred in Ahavoher cemetery, Gale Bridge, near Moyvane. 


