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Michael O’Meara was born 9 October 1872 at Barrack Street, Fethard, County Tipperary. He was the third son
of Michael Mara, a tailor, and Mary Mara (née Delahunty). His parents got married on 17 July 1861 in the
parish of Fethard and Killusty. They died on 23 June 1919 and 2 October 1902, respectively. Michael
O’Meara’s two sports were athletics and Gaelic football. He was an athlete of no mean description, and
captured several first prizes at sports meetings throughout the county. The high jump championship of the
Gaelic Athletic Association was held on 6 August 1894 at the Clonmel sports and regatta, and was won by
Murty O’Brien, of Buttevant, County Cork, winning the title for the fourth year in a row. His winning height in
Clonmel was 6 ft 1 in. (1.85 m). Second place was shared by Michael O’Meara, of Fethard, and Con Phibbs, of
Glenville, County Cork, with a jump of 5 ft 6 in. (1.67 m). However, with only one silver medal for the event,
Michael O’Meara won the toss. At least four times he played Gaelic football at full-back for Tipperary against
county teams from Cork and Kerry. His last inter-county match was in a championship game in August 1894 at
Cork Park when the Tipperary team was beaten by Kerry by four points to two points. The following month he
played for a Coolmoyne side beaten by Arravale Rovers in the county championship. Shortly after that he
emigrated to America, before later returning to Fethard. Michael O’Meara died on 12 October 1913 of
pulmonary tuberculosis at his residence, Barrack Street, Fethard, aged thirty-one.



