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Michael Kelly
by Michael O'Dwyer

Michael Kelly was born on 4 November 1921 at Garrey Ruai, off Town Wall (where now stands the Pearse
Square Housing Estate), Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary. He was a son of Michael Kelly, ex-soldier, and
Bridget Kelly (née Nolan). His parents got married on 6 October 1914 in St Nicholas Church, Carrick-on-Suir.
After his father died in 1930 his mother got married again to Paddy Joe Harrigan in 1936. Before Michael
Kelly’s athletic career started he played hurling for Carrick Swans. His brother Paddy Kelly (1918-1980)
captained the Carrick Swans senior hurling team that lost to Borrisoleigh in the 1950 county final, and was a
member of the only Carrick Swans team that won the county final in 1947. Michael Kelly joined the Irish army
during the Emergency, as the Second World War was known in Ireland, and because of his obvious speed he
was encouraged to take up athletics by the officers in his battalion. More popularly known as Duff Kelly, at the
national championships he won both the 60 and 100 yards sprints in 1944, the 100 yards in 1945, and was third
in both the 60 and 100 yards in 1946. The latter two events were won by Michael J. Doherty, Strabane Athletic
Club, and Fr Joe Kelly, native of Dillons Cross, Cork city, respectively. In the army championships he won both
the 100 and 220 yards in 1943 and 1944, and the medley relay (220 yd, 220 yd, 440 yd and 880 yd) with the
2nd Brigade in 1945. He was chosen the outstanding performer of the army championships in 1944 and for his
successes throughout that year he was presented with a valuable silver watch by the Carrick Swans hurling club.
On leaving the army, Michael Kelly worked in the tannery in Carrick-on-Suir for a while before emigrating to
England in the early 1950s. He settled in Kent where he had a keen interest in birds and built a comprehensive
bird aviary. Michael Kelly died in England in 1995, aged seventy-three.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

1944 60 yd 6.4
1944 100 yd 10.2
1945 100 yd 10.2



