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Larry Dwan was born on 20 September 1875 at Tooracurragh, Ballymacarbry, County Waterford. He was the 

second son of John Dwan, a farmer, and Catherine ‘Kate’ Dwan (née Walsh). His parents got married in 

Touraneena church on 13 February 1868. His brother Fr James Dwan (1877–1960), also an athlete, was 

ordained in Waterford cathedral in June 1903, and served in the archdiocese of Liverpool until 1914, when he 

was recalled to the diocese of Waterford and Lismore. On 23 September 1900, at Dungarvan, Larry Dwan 

represented Tipperary against Cork in the 440 yards handicap in the inaugural athletics inter-county meeting 

between the two counties. He finished unplaced with Cork athletes finishing in the first three positions. 

Tipperary won the overall competition by 63½ points to 27½ points. In national championship events he 

finished third in the 120 yards hurdles in 1901 at Tipperary town, and was runner-up in the 440 yards in 1902 at 

the Markets Field, Limerick. Both were held under the auspices of the Gaelic Athletic Association and the 

winners were Tom Kiely, Ballyneale, and Jim Connolly, Cork, respectively. Larry Dwan won three Munster 

440 yards championship titles: in 1901 at Ennis, in 1902 at Dungarvan, and in 1905 at Mitchelstown. On 17 

September 1905 in Dungarvan he again competed for Tipperary against Cork winning the 440 yards and 

finishing third in the 880 yards. Tipperary won the overall competition by 50½ points to 40½ points. He farmed 

at Baunfaun, Ballymacarbry, most of his life. Larry Dwan died on 3 May 1955 at the Cottage Hospital, 

Clonmel, aged seventy-nine, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St Laurence’s Church, Fourmilewater, 

County Waterford. 


