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Kevin Prendergast

by Michael O'Dwyer

Kevin Prendergast was born on 5 March 1940 at Bell View, Prior Park, Clonmel, County Tipperary. He was the
fifth son of William Prendergast and Lucy Prendergast (née Nugent). His parents got married on 9 January 1918
in St Mary’s Church, Clonmel. His uncle Jack Prendergast was stroke of the Clonmel Rowing Club crews that
won the coveted Irish eights championship, Leander Cup, Pembroke Cup and Metropolitan Grand Challenge
Cup in 1920. Kevin’s father was cox when Clonmel Rowing Club won the Irish eights championship. He was
one of Clonmel’s pioneers in the motoring business. Kevin Prendergast was educated at Clonmel High School
and Rockwell College, and later at University College Dublin. At the Irish schools athletics championships he
won five titles for throwing the discus and shot-put. In 1958 he won the discus and got third in the shot at the
London Athletic Club’s schools challenge cups meeting which attracted 800 entries from Britain, Ireland and
Germany. Later the same year he won two gold medals for Ireland at the Catholic Students Games in Louvain,
Belgium. He was a monthly winner of the junior sportsman of the year competition that year organised by
Hovis and was also awarded the overall winner. Tipperary hurler Jimmy Doyle was a monthly winner that year
for winning the Railway Cup with Munster. After Rockwell, Kevin Prendergast went on to win five titles in the
discus and shot-put at the Irish universities athletics championships. In the NACA national athletics
championships he won three youths titles, two junior titles and five senior titles in his favoured events, the
discus and shot-put. His rugby career included seasons playing at senior level with University College Dublin
and St Mary’s College in Dublin, Bohemians in Limerick, and Sunday’s Well in Cork, and at junior grade with
Kilkenny. He won the Munster Senior Cup final when Bohemians beat Old Crescent by 8-3 at on 28 April 1962
at Thomond Park. Kevin Prendergast died on 20 September 2020 in Aut Even Hospital, Kilkenny, aged eighty,
and is interred in Foulkstown cemetery, Kilkenny.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

1958 Shot-Put 44 ft5in. (13.54 m)
1959 Shot-Put 47 ft 2 in. (14.37 m)
1959 Discus 135ftlin.  (41.17 m)
1960 Shot-Put 45 ft 4 in. (13.82 m)

1961 Shot-Put 49 ft 5% in.  (15.06 m)



