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by Michael O’'Dwyer

Johnny Moroney was born on 28 October 1945 at Main Street, Clogheen, County Tipperary. He was the fourth
son of Jerry Moroney and Josephine Moroney (née Myers). His parents ran a successful grocery, bakery and
drapery business in Clogheen. Johnny Moroney first attended Clogheen National School, and then Ring
College, near Dungarvan, before starting his secondary school at De La Salle, Waterford. In March 1961 at the
age of fifteen he scored 3-2 for De La Salle when they won the Corn Ui Mhuiri final (Munster colleges senior
football) at Lismore, County Waterford. From there he spent the last three years of his secondary school
education at Rockwell College. He immediately got on to the Rockwell senior rugby team and his three years
on the team culminated in the school winning the Munster Schools Senior Cup in 1964. Held on 19 April,
Rockwell defeated Christian Brothers College, Cork, by 9-3 at Musgrave Park to win the title for the nineteenth
time. Johnny Moroney scored a penalty and drop goal for Rockwell College, and was the architect of the
clinching try. He continued his education at University College Dublin and St Mary’s College, Strawberry Hill,
London, where he was a physical education student. In track and field he won the senior pole vault event at the
Irish schools athletics championships in both 1963 and 1964. He was long jump champion at the national junior
athletics championships also in 1964 and at the national senior athletics championships he was runner-up in the
pole vault and third in the triple jump at Banteer in 1966. First and third in the pole vault were Tipperary
athletes Liam Gleeson and Billy Gaffney. In rugby he scored a try in Munster’s win against Australia in 1967,
thus becoming the first Irish provincial side to defeat a major touring international side. Johnny Moroney made
his debut for Ireland on 9 March 1968 in a 9-6 victory against Wales at Lansdowne Road. He won a total of six
international caps on the wing for Ireland and was on five winning sides, and scored one try, four conversions,
and three penalties for his country. Against France in 1969 he set a then Irish record for one match when he
scored fourteen points, from a try, a conversion, and three penalties. He also played minor and senior Gaelic
football, and minor hurling, with Tipperary. He was the recipient of the rugby award at the 1968 Cidona Sports
Awards (now known as the Annerville Sports Awards). Johnny Moroney died in Waterford on 11 December
2009, aged sixty-four, and is interred in St Andrew’s Churchyard, Dunmore East, County Waterford.



