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John Treacy was born on 10 August 1928 at Mellison, Glengoole, County Tipperary. He was the second eldest 

son of Jim Treacy, a farmer, and Kate Treacy (née Teehan). His father was native of Ballydavid, Littleton, and 

his mother was native of Ballingarry, and they got married on 30 April 1925 in the Church of the Assumption, 

Ballingarry. The three Treacy brothers, Mick, John and Willie, were well known in Tipperary athletics. Older 

brother Mick Treacy (1926–2007) won both the county novice and senior cross-country championships in 1947 

and was a top six scorer in a Tipperary junior and two senior teams that won national cross-country 

championship titles. He was also a top six scorer for the winning Coolcroo Athletic Club team that won the 

AAU national cross-country championship and the All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA cross-country championship in 

1948. Younger brother Willie Treacy (1930–1998) won the county novice cross-country championship in 

December 1949 and the county junior cross-country championship in January 1950, as well as the Munster 3 

miles title on the track in 1950, and was a top six scorer for the winning Tipperary team in the national junior 

cross-country championship in 1951. John Treacy finished second individual in the Tipperary, Munster and 

Irish junior cross-country championships in 1948 and was a member of the winning Tipperary team in the latter 

two. He was also a top six scorer for the winning Tipperary team in the Irish senior cross-country championship 

in 1948 and 1949. The six scorers for the winning Tipperary side in 1948 were Mick Blake, Mick Cleary, 

Tommy Fogarty, Tim Ryan, John Treacy and Patsy Carroll. The six scorers for the winning Tipperary side in 

1949 were Mick Cleary, Patsy Carroll, Mick Fogarty, Paddy Quirke, Mick Treacy and John Treacy. When 

John’s athletic days were over he with his brother Willie became involved with greyhound racing, with their 

dogs carrying the prefix Ballysloe. John Treacy died on 25 May 2007, aged seventy-eight, and is interred in the 

cemetery adjoining the Church of St Patrick and St Oliver, Glengoole.  


