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John Ryan was born in 1867 at Maughera, Ardfinnan, County Tipperary. Local church records show he was
baptised on 17 March 1867. He was the sixth son of John Ryan, a farmer, and Ellen Ryan (née Long). His
parents got married on 19 February 1857 in the parish of Ardfinnan. His brother Dan Ryan (1871-1954), a
member of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, was three times a winner of GAA weight throwing
championship events in the 1890s. John Ryan was runner-up in the GAA putting 28 Ib weight championship
in 1896 and 1898 and third in 1900. The event was held those years at Banteer, Limerick, and Cashel,
respectively, and the winners were James R. Hayes, Denis Horgan and Michael O’Connor. At the annual
sports day of the Limerick Athletic Club at the Markets Field on 22 August 1897 John Ryan won the putting
28 Ib weight GAA championship of Munster with 32 ft 7% in. (9.94 m) and the runner-up was Michael Egan
of Cranna, Birdhill, with 31 ft 9% in. (9.69 m). Two years later when the same Munster championship event
was held at the sports meeting of the North Tipperary Royal Irish Constabulary at Nenagh the winner was
Michael Egan and the runner-up was John Ryan.



