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John Luddy
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John Luddy was born on 17 June 1871 at Cordangan, Tipperary town, County Tipperary. He was the eldest son
of James Luddy, a gardener, and later a weighmaster, and Ellen Luddy (née Healy). His parents got married on
18 September 1870 in St Mary’s Church, Cahir. The date of 15 March 1896 was a memorable day for John
Luddy and Tipperary GAA. It was all-lreland final day at Jones’s Road in Dublin and competitors from
Tipperary won three of the four events set down for decision. The Gaelic football championship was won by
Arravale Rovers (Tipperary) who beat Navan O’Mahonys (Meath) by 0—4 to 0-3 in a close encounter, and in
the hurling championship Tubberadora (Tipperary) easily defeated Tullaroan (Kilkenny) by 6-8 to 1-0. These
were the finals of the 1895 championships and were the first all-Ireland finals held at Jones’s Road (later Croke
Park). John Luddy was a substitute on the Arravale Rovers team but did not play. However, after the games he
won the football place kick championship with 200 ft 4 in. (61.06 m). Kelly from Dublin was runner-up and in
third place was Paddy Davoren of Templemore who also finished third in the event on 30 August 1903 when
the GAA athletics championships were held at the same venue. The raising and striking the hurling ball
championship was won by Tom Irwin of Cork. Fergus Moriarty of Drombane was runner-up and fellow
Tipperary man J. Meagher was third. These were at the time regarded as athletic events and this was the only
time they were not held at the GAA athletics championships. John Luddy got married to Ada Ronayne, second
daughter of James Ronayne, Newtown, Cobh, County Cork, on 25 October 1902 at St Colman’s Cathedral,
Cobh. They lived in Cobh where John Luddy was an accountant and publican. In September 1905 he was
praised for his heroic action by the Royal Humane Society after saving the life of a boy from drowning at
Belvelly, near Cobh. John Luddy died on 13 November 1925 at his residence, Newtown, Cobh, aged, fifty-four,
and is interred in Old Church cemetery, Cobh.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1896 Football Place Kick 200ft4in.  (61.06 m)



