TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Jim Skehan
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Jim Skehan was born in 1882 at Ballymoreen, Moycarkey, County Tipperary. According to local church records
he was baptised on 15 October 1882. He was the second son of William Skehan, a carpenter, and Kate Skehan
(née Byrne). His parents got married on 9 May 1878 in St Peter’s Church, Moycarkey. Jim Skehan came from a
large family and two of his sisters were Mother Mary Josephine of Presentation Convent, Warrenmount,
Dublin, and Bridget Fitzgerald, matron of Erinville Hospital, Western Road, Cork. Jim’s athletic event was
weight throwing, and his best year was 1911. Along with local successes that year he won the 56 Ib weight
(over the bar) handicap at the Drapers Assistants sports on 25 June 1911 at Jones’s Road, Dublin. At the same
meeting the high jump and long jump handicap events were won by Bernard Lyons, Turtulla, Thurles, and J. K.
Dwyer, Ballyvinane, Littleton. The following month at the same venue Jim Skehan won the 56 Ib weight
(between legs with follow) handicap at the Freeman’s Journal Staff sports. In the Freeman’s Journal the next
day it was reported, ‘J. Skehan, Thurles, won the 56lbs at the respectable distance of 26 feet 7 inches. Skehan is
entered for the All Ireland Championship at Mallow on Sunday next, when he should give a good account of
himself.” At these GAA national championships he came third in the 56 1b weight (between legs without follow)
with a throw of 22 ft 10 in. (6.96 m). The winner was Tom Ludgate, Mallow, with 26 ft 6 in. (8.08 m) and
runner-up was Ned Walshe, Abbeydorney, County Kerry, with 24 ft 5 in. (7.44 m). Jim Skehan was a building
contractor and some of the buildings he built or worked on were the technical school (now in use as the county
library) and district hospital in Thurles, convent school in Portlaoise, Holy Rosary Convent, Killeshandra,
County Cavan, and St Therese’s Church, Ballintogher, County Sligo. In 1936 he was awarded a contract to
build a large scheme of houses for Thurles urban council. The following year he did extensive work in
extending and improving the Sportsfield in Thurles. He lived at Kickham House, Thurles, once owned by the
Kirwans, a family of five brothers identified with the Fenian movement and the Land League. When Charles
Kickham died in 1882 and his coffin was brought from Dublin to Thurles by train it was waked that Sunday
night at the residence of the Kirwan brothers, and brought to Mullinahone the next day for burial. Jim Skehan
died on 22 May 1946 at his residence, Kickham House, aged sixty-three, and is interred in St Patrick’s
Cemetery, Thurles.



