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by Michael O’Dwyer 

Jerry Doran was born on 2 November 1904 at Cloghaready, Emly, County Tipperary. He was the fifth son, and 

youngest of nine children, of Patrick Doran and Johanna Doran (née McEniry). His parents got married on 16 

June 1889 in St Ailbe’s Church, Emly. His father died on 25 May 1915, and his mother died on 20 August 

1933. After serving with the East Limerick Brigade of the Irish Republican Army, Jerry Doran joined the 

National Army on its inception in January 1922, and entered the Dublin Metropolitan Police on 1 January 1924. 

The inaugural NACA one mile walk championship held at the annual sports of the Dublin Metropolitan Police 

on 1 August 1931 at Lansdowne Road attracted ten competitors coming from each of the four provinces. The 

winner was T. J. Penny of Willowfield Athletic Club, Belfast, with a time of 7:52, second was Davy Lyons of 

Chairhill, Bansha, and third was Jerry Doran of Cloghaready, Emly. Jerry got married to Elizabeth Murtagh on 

26 June 1929 in the Church of the Holy Family, Aughrim Street, Dublin. He retired from the force on 28 

January 1954 with over thirty years service, and was for twenty years with the detective branch. Jerry Doran, of 

33 Munster Street, Phibsboro, Dublin, died on 5 December 1992, aged eighty-eight, and is interred in 

Glasnevin cemetery, Dublin. 

 

 


