TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Jeremiah Quirke

by Michael O'Dwyer

Jeremiah Quirke was born on 1 May 1880 at Ardane, Bansha, County Tipperary. He was the tenth son of
Edmond Quirke, a farmer, and Hester Quirke (née Grogan). His parents got married in the parish of Bansha and
Kilmoyler on 3 February 1853. Jeremiah Quirke was the youngest of twelve children with most of his siblings
emigrating to America, settling around the Rensselaer and Troy areas of New York. The family were known
locally as ‘The Quirkes of the Cross’, otherwise Ardane Cross. His eldest brother William worked on the farm
at home and had been many years a member of the old Tipperary Board of Guardians and Rural District
Council. On 4 March 1899 at Wembley Park, London, Jeremiah Quirke finished thirty-sixth in the national
cross-country championship in England and was the sixth scorer of the Dublin club Haddington Harriers which
finished as runner-up team. The club’s six scorers were John Donnellan, J. C. Hayes, Martin Greene, Frank
Curtis, Charles Hill and Jeremiah Quirke. His best performances in Irish athletics championship events were
second in the mile at the Irish AAA championships in both 1902 and 1903, and third in the GAA mile
championship in 1898 at Thurles. The Irish AAA championships in 1902 and 1903 were held at the Mardyke,
Cork, and Ballsbridge, Dublin, respectively, and the winner of the mile on both occasions was John J. Daly,
Galway. At provincial level Jeremiah Quirke won two Munster mile titles. On 6 June 1900 he won the Irish
AAA Munster mile championship title at Markets Field, Limerick. The second was at the GAA Munster
athletics championships in Dungarvan on 7 September 1902. He won the mile in 4:40.4, and came second in
both the half-mile and three mile events. The winner of the latter championship was Jackie Morrissey of
Dromline in 16:49.8. In the athletics international meeting between Ireland and Scotland at Ballsbridge, Dublin,
on 19 July 1902 he competed in the mile for Ireland. Three other Tipperary athletes on the Irish side that day
were Jackie Morrissey, Pat Harding and Tom Kiely. Jeremiah Quirke emigrated to New York, sailing from
Queenstown (Cobh) on 8 February 1906 on the SS Majestic. He died on 20 December 1934, aged fifty-four,
and is interred in Mount St Mary Cemetery, Flushing, New York.



