TIPPERARY ATHLETES

James R. Hayes

by Michael O’'Dwyer

James R. Hayes was born on 27 March 1867 at Park, Galbally, County Limerick. He was the second son, and
youngest of five children, of James Hayes, a farmer, and Mary Hayes (née Richardson). His parents got married
on 4 March 1851 in the parish of Galbally and Aherlow. James R. Hayes was a weight thrower and a
particularly good one. It is believed he would have been even better had he not trained himself to sling the 56 Ib
weight with two hands, and mastered it, without realising such a throwing style was illegal and should be done
with one hand. He was the All-Ireland GAA putting 28 Ib weight champion in 1896 and three times a runner-up
in weight-throwing championship events, and in 1900 he competed for Tipperary in the inter-county athletic
contest against Cork. A sure sign of good things to come was when on 22 June 1895 he won the slinging 56 Ib
weight with follow (handicap) at Cullen sports with 26 feet 10 inches and beating the great Tom Kiely into
second place (with both athletes starting at scratch). Later that summer he was runner-up in the GAA putting 28
Ib weight championship at Tipperary town to the future triple-Olympic winner John Flanagan. On 28 May 1896
at Banteer, County Cork, James R. Hayes successfully won the putting 28 Ib weight championship with 32 ft
4% in. (9.87 m) and John Ryan of Ardfinnan the runner-up with 31 ft 9 in. (9.68 m). In August that year at
Kilfinane, County Limerick, he finished second in the throwing 14 Ib weight championship to Denis Horgan of
Banteer. At the 1897 GAA championships at Tipperary town he was second in the 56 Ib weight (unlimited run
and follow), and third in the hammer (from 9 ft circle), hammer (unlimited run and follow) and three standing
jumps (weights allowed). Tom Kiely won the three weight throwing events and the latter event was won by
Sergeant Joseph Chandler, native of Wing, Buckinghamshire, who was a gymnasium instructor in the army
school in Limerick. At the inaugural Tipperary v. Cork athletics meeting on 23 September 1900 at Dungarvan,
James R. Hayes took part in the hammer and slinging 56 Ib weight (unlimited run and follow). He was runner-
up in the latter earning two points. The overall competition was won by Tipperary by 63% points to 27%2 points.
The athletics meeting between the two counties was contested again in 1903 and 1905, and won by Cork and
Tipperary, respectively. The scheduled meeting in 1907 was not held as the Tipperary captain, Tom Kiely, was
injured. James R. Hayes played Gaelic football with Ballylanders and he was part of the South Limerick team
which defeated St Michaels in the county hurling final on 29 October 1893 at Croom. The weight throwers
William K. Martin of Galbally, future Olympian John Flanagan, his brother Tom Flanagan, and Larry Roche
from Bruree were also on the South Limerick team. The latter was a founder and the then president of the club.
James R. Hayes got married to Hannah Kiely (aunt of Aherlow’s international athlete Jerry Kiely), on 16
October 1907 in St Augustine’s Church, Limerick. They lived at Gortavoher, Glen of Aherlow, and had two
children, Jerry and John. Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou McDonald is a granddaughter of John. James R. Hayes
died on 16 April 1951 at his residence, Gortavoher, aged eighty-four, and is interred in Galbally cemetery.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1896 Putting 28 Ib Weight 32ft4%in.  (9.87 m)

Tipperary v. Cork, 23 September 1900 at Dungarvan

100 yards

1. Denis Murray, Cork 10.2 4 points

2. Jack Howell, Tipperary 2 points

3.J. J. Buckley, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Patrick M. Kavanagh, Tipperary; John McEniry, Tipperary; John O’Kelly-Lynch, Cork
220 yards

1. Denis Murray, Cork 23.6 4 points

2. Tom Garde, Cork 2 points

3. John O’Kelly-Lynch, Cork 1 point

Also competed — Jack Howell, Tipperary; Patrick M. Kavanagh, Tipperary; John McEniry, Tipperary

440 yards Handicap

1. Tom Garde, Cork 55.0 4 points
2. Paddy Roche, Cork 2 points
3. Jim Connolly, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Larry Dwan, Tipperary; Watty Butler, Tipperary; Jack Howard, Tipperary
880 yards
1. Watty Butler, Tipperary 2:09.2 4 points
2. Jackie Morrissey, Tipperary 2 points
3.J. Coughlan, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Jack Howard, Tipperary; W. O’Neill, Cork; D. O’Callaghan, Cork
Mile
1. Jeremiah Quirke, Tipperary 4:42.8 4 points
2. Jackie Morrissey, Tipperary 2 points
3. D. Corcoran, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Jack Gleeson, Tipperary; D. O’Callaghan, Cork
4 Miles
1. J. C. Hayes, Tipperary 21:04 4 points
2. Jack Gleeson, Tipperary 2 points
3. Jeremiah Quirke, Tipperary 1 point

Also competed — D. Corcoran, Cork

120 yards Hurdles

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 16.5 4 points
2. John O’Kelly-Lynch, Cork 2 points
3. Pat Harding, Tipperary 1 point

Also competed — Jack Holloway, Tipperary; J. McCarthy, Cork; E. C. Murphy, Cork



High Jump

1. James M. Ryan, Tipperary 5 ft 8% in. (1.74 m) 4 points
2. Ned Ryan, Tipperary 5 ft 6% in. (2.69 m) 1% points
2. E. C. Murphy, Cork 5 ft 6% in. (1.69 m) 1% points
Also competed — Jack Holloway, Tipperary; J. Murphy, Cork; P. Moynihan, Cork
Long Jump
1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 21 ft 8%in.  (6.61 m) 4 points
2. Jack Holloway, Tipperary 20ft 8% in. (6.31m) 2 points
3. Pat Harding, Tipperary 20 ft5in. (6.22 m) 1 point

Also competed — J. J. O’Mahony, Cork; E. C. Murphy, Cork; Denis Murray, Cork

Hop, Step and Jump

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 45ft11in.  (13.99 m) 4 points
2. Jack Holloway, Tipperary 44 ft9in. (13.64 m) 2 points
3. J. McCarthy, Cork 44 ft5in. (13.54 m) 1 point

Also competed — John McEniry, Tipperary; J. Murphy, Cork

Shot-Put (from 7 ft square)

1. Tom Phelan, Tipperary 40 ft 8 in. (12.39 m) 4 points
2. Michael O’Connor, Tipperary 39ft5%in. (12.03 m) 2 points
3. Denis Murray, Cork 37 ft9%in. (11.52m) 1 point

Also competed — Tom Kiely, Tipperary; T. McCarthy, Cork; T. F. Drohan, Cork

Hammer (from 9 ft circle)

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 149 ft4in.  (45.51 m) 4 points
2. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 117 ft5in.  (35.79 m) 2 points
3. E. C. Murphy, Cork 105ft5in.  (32.13m) 1 point

Also competed — James R. Hayes, Tipperary; T. McCarthy, Cork; T. F. Drohan, Cork

Slinging 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run and follow)

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 36 ft 9 in. (11.20 m) 4 points
2. James R. Hayes, Tipperary 34 ft6in. (10.51 m) 2 points
3. Tom Phelan, Tipperary 31ft8in. (9.65 m) 1 point

Also competed — John Murray, Cork; T. McCarthy, Cork
Tipperary 632 Cork 27%2

(From left to right) 1. Jack Gleeson; 2. Jeremiah Quirke; 3. J. C. Hayes; 4. Jack Howell; 5. Michael O’Connor; 6. Larry Kiely; 7. John McEniry; 8. James M. Ryan;
9. Larry Dwan; 10. Jackie Morrissey; 11. Watty Butler; 12. Tom Phelan; 13. Tom Kiely; 14. Jack Holloway; 15. Ned Ryan; 16. Pat Harding; 17. Patrick M. Kavanagh



Tipperary v. Cork, 27 September 1903 at Queenstown (Cobh)

100 yards
1. Robert F. Butler, Cork 10.4
2. Paddy Roche, Cork
3. Jack Howell, Tipperary

4 points
2 points
1 point

Also competed — Mick Fogarty, Tipperary; Patrick M. Kavanagh, Tipperary; J. E. English, Cork

220 yards
1. Robert F. Butler, Cork 23.8
2. Paddy Roche, Cork
3. Mick Fogarty, Tipperary

Also competed — J. E. English, Cork

440 yards
1. Paddy Roche, Cork 53.8
2. Robert F. Butler, Cork
3. Mick Fogarty, Tipperary
Also competed — Daniel Bourke, Tipperary; M. J. Twomey, Cork

880 yards
1. J. O’Regan, Cork 2:06
2. James Culhane, Cork
3. Jeremiah Quirke, Tipperary
Also competed — Jackie Morrissey, Tipperary; Harry O’Sullivan, Cork

Mile
1. J. Creedon, Cork 4:36
2. Harry O’Sullivan, Cork
3. Jeremiah Quirke, Tipperary
Also competed — Jackie Morrissey, Tipperary; J. O’Regan, Cork

4 Miles
1. Harry O’Sullivan, Cork 24:03
2. Arthur O’Sullivan, Cork
3. J. Creedon, Cork

Also competed — Jackie Morrissey, Tipperary

120 yards Hurdles
1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 16.8
2. Larry Kiely, Tipperary
3. Dick Kent, Cork

Also competed — E. C. Murphy, Cork

High Jump
1. James J. Bourke, Tipperary 5ft 8% in. (2.73 m)
2. Daniel Bourke, Tipperary 5 ft 6% in. (1.69 m)
3. J. Murphy, Cork 5ft4%in. (1.64 m)

3. Denis O’Leary, Cork 5 ft 4% in. (1.64 m)

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
Y% point
Y point



Long Jump

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 21 ft4in. (6.61 m)
2. John McEniry, Tipperary 21 ft1%in.  (6.31m)
3. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 20 ft 8 in. (6.22 m)

Also competed — Denis O’Leary, Cork

Hop, Step and Jump

1. John McEniry, Tipperary 45 ft 4 in. (13.82 m)
2. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 44 ft 9% in. (13.65m)
3. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 42 ft 2%s in.  (12.86 m)
Also competed — J. Murphy, Cork
Shot-Put
1. Denis Horgan, Cork 47 ft 21in. (14.37 m)
2. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 39ftlin. (11.91 m)
3. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 38 ft2%2in.  (11.64 m)
Also competed — Tom Ludgate, Cork; T. McCarthy, Cork
Hammer
1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 145 ft 9% in. (44.44 m)
2. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 134 ft7in.  (41.02 m)
3. Con Walsh, Cork 131 ft 9% in. (40.17 m)

Also competed — Denis Horgan, Cork; Dick Kent, Cork

Slinging 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run and follow)

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 35ft6in. (10.82 m)
2. Con Walsh, Cork 32 ft0in. (9.75 m)
3. Denis Horgan, Cork 30 ft8%in. (9.36 m)

Also competed — Larry Kiely, Tipperary; T. McCarthy, Cork
Tipperary 44 Cork 47

James J. Bourke

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point



Tipperary v. Cork, 17 September 1905 at Dungarvan

100 yards
1. Robert F. Butler, Cork 10.4 4 points
2. Paddy Roche, Cork 2 points
3. John McEniry, Tipperary 1 point
Also competed — Jack Tobin, Tipperary; S. O’Farrell, Cork
220 yards
1. Robert F. Butler, Cork - 4 points
2. John McEniry, Tipperary 2 points
3. Paddy Roche, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Jack Tobin, Tipperary; S. O’Farrell, Cork
440 yards
1. Larry Dwan, Tipperary - 4 points
2. Paddy Roche, Cork 2 points
3. Jim Connolly, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Jack Tobin, Tipperary
880 yards
1. Jack Kelleher, Cork 2:05 4 points
2. James Culhane, Cork 2 points
3. Larry Dwan, Tipperary 1 point
Also competed — Mick Kirby, Tipperary; Watty Butler, Tipperary; Michael J. Maye, Cork
Mile
1. James Culhane, Cork 4:32 4 points
2. Bartholomew Cronin, Cork 2 points
3.J. C. Hayes, Tipperary 1 point
Also competed — Mick Kirby, Tipperary; Watty Butler, Tipperary; J. Creedon, Cork
4 Miles
1. J. C. Hayes, Tipperary 21:15 4 points
2. Bartholomew Cronin, Cork 2 points
3. James Culhane, Cork 1 point

Also competed — Mick Kirby, Tipperary; Watty Butler, Tipperary

120 yards Hurdles

1. James J. Bourke, Tipperary 16.8 4 points
2. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 2 points
3. Dick Kent, Cork 1 point
Also competed — Tom Kiely, Tipperary; Denis O’Leary, Cork
High Jump
1. James J. Bourke, Tipperary 5 ft 5% in. (1.67 m) 4 points
2. Pierce Butler, Tipperary 5 ft 4% in. (1.64 m) % point
2. Dan Lanigan, Tipperary 5 ft 4% in. (1.64 m) ¥4 point

2. Denis O’Leary, Cork 5 ft 4% in. (1.64 m) 1Y% points



Long Jump

1. John McEniry, Tipperary 23 ft4in. (7.11m)
2. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 22 ft5%in. (6.84 m)
3. Robert F. Butler, Cork 22 ft 2in. (6.75 m)

Also competed — Tom Kiely, Tipperary; Denis O’Leary, Cork; J. McCarthy, Cork

Hop, Step and Jump

1. John McEniry, Tipperary 46 ft 9 in. (14.25 m)

2. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 46 ft 7 in. (14.20 m)

3. J. McCarthy, Cork 44 ft 3 in. (13.49 m)
Also competed — Pierce Butler, Tipperary; Denis O’Leary, Cork
Shot-Put

1. Tom Ludgate, Cork 39 ft 4% in.  (12.00 m)

2. Tom Phelan, Tipperary 38 ft3in. (11.66 m)

3. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 37 ft6%in.  (11.44 m)

Also competed — Larry Kiely, Tipperary; T. McCarthy, Cork

Hammer (from 9 ft circle)

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 154 ft2in.  (46.99 m)
2. Larry Kiely, Tipperary 142 ft9in.  (43.51m)
3. Dick Kent, Cork 125 ft8in.  (38.30m)

Also competed — Tom Ludgate, Cork

Slinging 56 Ib Weight (unlimited run and follow)

1. Tom Kiely, Tipperary 36ft10in. (11.22m)
2. James O’Mahony, Cork 35ft0in. (10.67 m)
3. Tom Phelan, Tipperary 31ft10in.  (9.70 m)

Also competed — Tom Ludgate, Cork

Tipperary 50% Cork 40%2

Jack Tobin

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point

4 points
2 points
1 point



Tipperary Competitors 1900-1905

Watty Butler, Kilnamack, Clonmel

Larry Dwan, Ballymacarbry and Clonmel
Jack Gleeson, Dromboe, Horse and Jockey
Pat Harding, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir

J. C. Hayes, The Island, Cloughjordan

James R. Hayes, Galbally and Aherlow

Jack Holloway, Cappauniac, Bansha

Jack Howard, Ballintemple, Dundrum

Jack Howell, Chapel Street, Mullinahone
Patrick M. Kavanagh, Gurteen, Kilsheelan
Larry Kiely, Ballyneale

Tom Kiely, Ballyneale

John McEniry, Farranassa, Emly

Jackie Morrissey, Dromline, Kilfeacle
Michael O’Connor, Rathcown, Cashel
Jeremiah Quirke, Ardane, Bansha

Tom Phelan, Grove, Modeshill, Mullinahone
Ned Ryan, Newport

James M. Ryan, Ballyslatteen, New Inn
Daniel Bourke, Tipperary Town and Cappawhite
James J. Bourke, Tipperary Town and Cappawhite
Mick Fogarty, Kilfeacle

Pierce Butler, Kilnamack, Clonmel

Mick Kirby, Kilross

Dan Lanigan, Fethard

Jack Tobin, Newtown, Drangan

1900, 1905
1900, 1905

1900

1900

1900, 1905

1900

1900

1900

1900, 1903
1900, 1903
1900, 1903, 1905
1900, 1903, 1905
1900, 1903, 1905
1900, 1903

1900

1900, 1903
1900, 1905

1900

1900

1903

1903, 1905

1903

1905

1905

1905

1905



