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Eamon Donnelly was born on 15 November 1924 at Ballydavid, Littleton, County Tipperary. He was the
second son of Thomas Donnelly, a farmer, and Elizabeth Donnelly (née Burke). His parents got married on 27
February 1922 in St James’s Church, Two-Mile-Borris. One of a family of four, Stephen, Eamon, Dan and
Hannah, he was educated at Littleton National School. As well as an athlete he was an accomplished hurler and
was a member of the Littleton junior team which won the mid-Tipperary junior hurling championship in 1942.
With Coolcroo Athletic Club he was a scoring member of the team that won the AAU junior cross-country
championship in 1948 and the All-lreland AAU/NIAAA junior cross-country championship in 1950, both at
Finglas, Dublin. In the AAU senior cross-country championship he finished eighth in 1950 and fourth in 1951
at Thurles racecourse and Garristown, County Meath, respectively. The six scorers for the winning senior
Coolcroo team at Thurles in 1950 were Patsy Fitzgerald, Jack Fanning, Paddy Fahey, Jimmy Woulfe, Eamon
Donnelly and Jerry Fahey. The next year the six scorers for the winning Coolcroo team were Paddy Fahey,
Eamon Donnelly, Jack Fahey, Mixie Dunne, John Caesar and Patsy Fitzgerald. At the All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA
senior cross-country championship in 1950 at Dundonald, County Down, Eamon Donnelly finished fourteenth
and Coolcroo finished first club. The six scorers were Patsy Fitzgerald, Jimmy Woulfe, Paddy Fahey, Jack
Fanning, Eamon Donnelly and Mixie Dunne. In the same championship in 1951 at Finglas, Dublin, he finished
ninth and Coolcroo finished second. He twice represented Ireland in international athletics. On 31 March 1951
he competed on the Irish team that finished fourth in the International cross-country championship at Caerleon
racecourse, Newport, Wales. Two weeks later he competed in a four countries international cross-country
meeting in Sheffield won by England, Scotland (second), Ireland (third) and Wales (fourth). Music too was to
prove to be another of his great assets. He was a member of the All-Ireland-winning Sean Treacy Pipe Band at
the 1961 Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann in Swinford, County Mayo. Eamon Donnelly died on 1 October 1994 at his
residence, Ballydavid, aged sixty-nine, and is interred in in Two-Mile-Borris cemetery.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comhaltas_Ceolt%C3%B3ir%C3%AD_%C3%89ireann

