
 

 

Dan Ryan 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Dan Ryan was born in 1871 at Maughera, Ardfinnan, County Tipperary. Local church records show he was 

baptised on 26 February 1871. He was the seventh son of John Ryan, a farmer, and Ellen Ryan (née Long). 

His parents got married on 19 February 1857 in the parish of Ardfinnan. Dan Ryan joined the Dublin 

Metropolitan Police on 19 February 1897. In athletics, he went on to win three titles at the national 

championships held under the auspices of the Gaelic Athletic Association. At the Maryborough sports held 

on 13 July 1897 at the cricket ground near the town (now known as Portlaoise) he won the only national 

championship held at the meeting, the putting 56 lb weight event. Two national championships were held at 

the Maryborough sports the following year on 27 June 1898, the putting 56 lb weight and 56 lb weight 

(between legs with follow) events, and Dan Ryan was the winner of both. His elder brother John Ryan was 

runner-up in the GAA putting 28 lb weight championship in 1896 and 1898 and third in 1900. Dan Ryan 

was promoted to sergeant on 22 July 1910 and was pensioned on 1 April 1924. He got married to Kerry-

native Bridget Donoghue on 21 October 1902 in St Joseph’s Carmelite Church, Berkeley Road, Dublin, and 

they had two children. Dan Ryan died on 26 October 1954 at his residence, 1 Carlisle Street, South Circular 

Road, Portobello, aged eighty-three, and is interred in Glasnevin cemetery, Dublin.  

 

 

 

 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

 
1897  Putting 56 lb Weight    22 ft 5½ in. (6.84 m) 

1898  Putting 56 lb Weight    22 ft 0 in. (6.70 m) 

1898  56 lb Weight (between legs with follow) 26 ft 3½ in. (8.01 m) 

 

 

 

 


