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Con Ryan was born on 16 January 1895 at Mienvee, Hollyford, County Tipperary. He was the sixth son, and
youngest child, of Michael Ryan, a farmer, and Bridget Ryan (née McHugh). His parents got married on 29
February 1876 in Annacarty church. There were thirteen children in the family, six boys and seven girls, with
all but one reaching adulthood. Con Ryan was a well-known athlete during the early part of the twentieth
century, winning the GAA 440 yards title in 1918 with a time of 55.8 seconds. His first GAA athletics
championships were on 16 September 1917 at the Markets Field, Limerick, where he was runner-up in the 440
yards title to Tim Herlihy, from Ovens, County Cork. At the same venue on 8 September 1918 at the same
championships he became Irish 440 yards champion after beating Paddy Lehane, from Donoughmore, County
Cork, into second place by a yard and a half. Once again the GAA athletics championships in 1919 were held at
the Markets Field, Limerick, and though Con Ryan was first across the finish line in the 220 yards final he was
disqualified for jostling rounding the final bend and nineteen-years-old Harry Conway, from Longwood,
County Meath, was awarded the title. For at least a decade Con Ryan was the winner of many races at local
sports meetings in his specialist event, the 440 yards. He got married to Catherine Hickey, native of
Kilcommon, on 14 May 1928 in St Joseph’s Church, Limerick. They lived in Kilcommon village and had seven
children. Their son Jacksie Ryan (1930-1996) was deeply involved in the GAA in North Tipperary as a player,
referee and administrator. In 1970 he negotiated the acquisition of the land for the Upperchurch-Drombane
GAA grounds at Ballynira, Drombane, and in 1986 was chairman of the committee that organised the Tim
Crowe Memorial Race from Templemore to Milestone. Con Ryan died on 23 July 1945 in Nenagh District
Hospital, aged fifty, and is interred in Upperchurch cemetery.

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships

1918 440 yd 55.8



