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Bob Tisdall
by Michael O'Dwyer

Bob Tisdall was born on 16 May 1907 in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). He was the youngest of two children of
William Newburgh Tisdall, native of Donemark, Bantry, County Cork, and Margaret ‘Meta’ Tisdall (née
Morton), native of Nenagh. His father was a manager of tea plantations in Neboda, Western Province, Ceylon,
and while on holidays in late 1901 he met his wife when both of them played in a mixed hockey match. Three
weeks later they got married on 4 January 1902 in St Mary’s Church, Nenagh. His sister Mary Tisdall was born
on 29 June 1905 and got married to Colonel Eric Hooker on 3 April 1929 in Nenagh. From the age of five Bob
Tisdall was raised first in Nenagh and then a few miles away in Monsea, Ballycommon, and in around 1924 the
family moved to Hazelpoint, Dromineer, on the banks of Lough Derg. Bob Tisdall was noted for his speed on
the rugby pitch, playing wing three-quarter for both Nenagh Ormond and Garryowen, before excelling as a
hurdler. He attended secondary school at Shrewsbury School, Shropshire. In 1931, as a student at Cambridge
University, where he got a bachelor of arts degree in agriculture and forestry, he won all four events he
competed in against Oxford at the annual intervarsity contest — 120 yd hurdles, shot-put, long jump and 440 yd
(won in that order with the two field events run concurrently). He let another athlete compete in what was his
strongest event, the 220 yd hurdles. At the Irish athletics championships held in Croke Park in 1930 he won the
120 yd hurdles and in 1932 won both the 120 yd hurdles and 440 yd hurdles. On 3 July 1932 he was a passenger
on the SS Adriatic sailing from Cobh to America to compete at the Los Angeles Olympics. On 1 August he won
the 400 m hurdles final in a world record time of 51.8 (later updated to the electronic time of 51.67), and
winning the Olympic gold medal, but because he knocked the last hurdle the world record did not stand.
Luckily for athletes this rule was changed in 1934. Later in the week he competed in the decathlon and finished
eighth out of fifteen competitors. Shortly after arriving back in Ireland he competed for Tipperary in the 120 yd
hurdles and 440 yd events at the Munster inter-county athletics championship in Clonmel. Bob Tisdall died on
27 July 2004 at Nambour, Queensland, Australia, aged ninety-seven. There is a statue of Bob Tisdall along with
ones of Matt McGrath and Johnny Hayes erected outside the Court House, in Nenagh.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

1930 120 yd Hurdles 15.8
1932 120 yd Hurdles 15.2
1932 440 yd Hurdles 54.2

Bob Tisdall’s Performances in the Cambridge v. Oxford Athletics Meetings

1929 220 yd Hurdles 254 1st (1 point)

1929 Shot-Put 40 ft 6 in. (12.34 m) 2nd
(Cambridge 7 Oxford 4)

1930 120 yd Hurdles 15.8 1st (1 point)

1930 220 yd Hurdles 25.3 1st (1 point)

1930 Shot-Put 40 ft 7.in. (12.37 m) 2nd
(Cambridge 8 Oxford 3)

1931 440 yd 51.0 1st (1 point)

1931 120 yd Hurdles 155 1st (1 point)

1931 Long Jump 23 ft 0% in. (7.02 m) 1st (1 point)

1931 Shot-Put 40 ft 8 in. (12.39 m) 1st (1 point)
(Cambridge 8 Oxford 3)

Bob Tisdall’s Performances in the 440 Yards Hurdles and 400 Metres Hurdles

13 April 1930 400 m Hurdles 55.0 Centenary Meeting Athens, Greece

3 June 1932 400 m Hurdles 56.2 Olympic Trials Croke Park, Dublin
19 June 1932 440 yd Hurdles 54.2 National Championships Croke Park, Dublin
31 July 1932 400 m Hurdles 54.63 Olympic Games, Heats Los Angeles, USA
31 July 1932 400 m Hurdles 52.60 Olympic Games, Semi-Final Los Angeles, USA

1 August 1932 400 m Hurdles 51.67 Olympic Games, Final Los Angeles, USA




400 m HURDLDES

TIPPERARY MEN WITH BEST 400 m HURDLDES UNDER 53.20 SECONDS

Bob Tisdall SRI LANKA/NENAGH
Denis Finnerty NENAGH
Jeremy Lyons BALLYNONTY

Darren Prout

BALLINGARRY

51.67
52.9
52.9
53.01

(Los Angeles, USA)

(Santry, Dublin)

(Santry, Dublin)

(Mary Peters Track, Belfast)

1 AUG, 1932
2 MAY, 1986
21 AUG, 1996
14 APR, 2018

TIPPERARY WOMEN WITH BEST 400 m HURDLDES UNDER 62 SECONDS

Orla Power
Evanna Morrissey

CARRICK-ON-SUIR
BALLYCOMMON

60.17
60.5

(Santry, Dublin)
(Tullamore, County Offaly)

(Evanna Morrissey’s best electronic time is 61.02 at Belfield, Dublin, on 17 May 1992)

Maire O’Meara
Carmel Maher
Kelly Ann Doyle
Miriam Daly
Margaret Moroney
Leanne Prout

NENAGH

NENAGH

BALLYWILLIAM
KILKENNY/(Carrick-on-Suir AC)
CARRICK-ON-SUIR

BALLINGARRY

60.68
61.01
61.22
61.32
61.80
61.95

(Santry, Dublin)

(Des Moines, USA)
(Tullamore, County Offaly)
(Santry, Dublin)
(Tullamore, County Offaly)
(Tullamore, County Offaly)

27 JUL, 1998
28 JUL, 1991

13 JUL, 1997
12 MAY,1984
26 JUL, 2014
29 JUL, 2018
20 JUL, 1986
26 JUL, 2014

TIPPERARY MEN WITH BEST DECATHLON OVER 6,000 POINTS

Joe Naughton NENAGH 7,440 points  (Tartu, Estonia)
100 Long Shot- High 400 110 m Discus Pole Javelin 1,500
Metres Jump Put Jump Metres | Hurdles | Throw Vault Throw Metres
11.70 6.89 m 13.54 m 2.02m 51.64 15.47 42.37m 4.45m 53.27m 4:23.51
Daniel Ryan TWO-MILE-BORRIS 6,849 points  (Manchester, England)
100 Long Shot- High 400 110 m Discus Pole Javelin 1,500
Metres Jump Put Jump Metres | Hurdles | Throw Vault Throw Metres
11.49 6.90 m 12.88 m 1.77m 50.35 15.22 39.59 m 4.17m 41.37m 4:46.90
Colm Moran BIRDHILL 6,625 points  (Philadelphia, USA)
100 Long Shot- High 400 110 m Discus Pole Javelin 1,500
Metres Jump Put Jump Metres | Hurdles | Throw Vault Throw Metres
11.40 6.91m | 1228m | 1.80m 52.21 15.84 39.46m | 3.55m | 4540m | 4:41.67
Darragh O’Farrell BORRISOKANE 6,555 points  (Reykjavik, Iceland)
100 Long Shot- High 400 110 m Discus Pole Javelin 1,500
Metres Jump Put Jump Metres | Hurdles | Throw Vault Throw Metres
11.31 7.35m 12.29 m 1.83m 51.85 16.20 3227 m 3.40m 50.50 m 4:55.88

17-18 JUL, 2004

4-5 AUG, 2018

23-24 APR, 1991

4-5JUL, 1998



5-6 AUG, 1932

27-28 JUN, 1992

Bob Tisdall SRI LANKA/NENAGH 6,398 points  (Los Angeles, USA)
100 Long Shot- High 400 110 m Discus Pole Javelin 1,500
Metres Jump Put Jump Metres | Hurdles | Throw Vault Throw Metres
113(h) | 6.60m | 1258m | 1.65m | 49.0(h) | 155(h) | 3331m | 3.20m | 4526 m 4:34.4
John Naughton NENAGH 6,193 points  (RSC Waterford)
100 Long Shot- High 400 110 m Discus Pole Javelin 1,500
Metres Jump Jump Metres | Hurdles | Throw Vault Throw Metres
11.36 6.79m | 11.03m | 1.86m 50.91 17.22 33.70m | 350m | 37.24m | 4:49.32

TIPPERARY WOMEN WITH BEST HEPTATHLON OVER 4,000 POINTS

Patricia Naughton

Orna Donoghue

Siobhan Naughton

Carmel Maher

Mary Barrett

Brid Naughton

6-7 JUN, 1993

2-3 SEP, 2000

18-19 JUN, 1988

(Tullamore, County Offaly) 1-2 AUG, 1982

NENAGH 4,827 points (RSC Waterford)
100 m High Shot- 200 Long Javelin 800
Hurdles Jump Put Metres Jump Throw Metres
14.2 (h) 158m | 10.36m | 253(h) | 508m | 33.54m 2:30.9
KILKENNY/(Carrick-on-Suir AC) 4,727 points (RSC Waterford)
100 m High Shot- 200 Long Javelin 800
Hurdles Jump Put Metres Jump Throw Metres
14.98 166m | 10.19m 26.62 551 m 26.29m | 2:30.92
NENAGH 4,654 points (Lorca, Spain)
100 m High Shot- 200 Long Javelin 800
Hurdles Jump Put Metres Jump Throw Metres
16.22 1.60 m 11.05m 26.78 5.06 m 3428 m 2:24.16
BALLYWILLIAM 4,339 points
100 m High Shot- 200 Long Javelin 800
Hurdles Jump Put Metres Jump Throw Metres
16.22 1.60m | 11.05m 26.78 506m | 3428m | 2:24.16
ENGLAND/(Nenagh Olympic AC) 4,304 points (Belfield, Dublin)

(Mary Barrett has a better heptathlon score with Loughrea Athletic Club)

100 m High Shot- 200 Long Javelin 800
Hurdles Jump Put Metres Jump Throw Metres
16.25 1.56 m 11.78 m 28.12 493 m 30.62m 2:34.73
NENAGH 4,272 points (Tullamore, County Offaly)
100 m High Shot- 200 Long Javelin 800
Hurdles Jump Put Metres Jump Throw Metres
151(h) | 1.48m [ 1038m | 265(h) | 518m | 2464m | 2:37.4

13-14 JUN, 1984

6 SEP, 1981



1932 Olympic Games

Left to Right: Glenn Hardin (Second), Bob Tisdall (First) and Morgan Taylor (Third)

400 Metres Hurdles Final

Bob Tisdall IRELAND 51.8 (51.67)

Glenn Hardin USA 51.9 (51.85) Silver
Morgan Taylor USA 52.0 (51.96)

Lord Burghley GREAT BRITIAN 52.2 (52.01)

Luigi Facelli ITALY 53.0

Kell Areskoug SWEDEN 54.6






Bob Tisdall Shoe presented annually to the Nenagh Olympic athlete of the year



Bob Tisdall Statue in Banba Square, Nenagh
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Memorial in the Nambour Garden Cemetery



