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Bill Prout was born on 12 October 1888 at Killusty, County Tipperary. He was the youngest son of Michael
Prout and Margaret Prout (née Burke). His parents got married on 3 November 1867 in the Church of the
Immaculate Conception, Drangan. A first cousin of Bill Prout was William C. Prout (1886-1927) who was born
in South Boston, Massachusetts, and competed in the 400 metres at the London Olympic Games in 1908,
reaching the semi-finals. He was president of the main athletics organisation in the United States, the Amateur
Athletic Union (AAU), from 1921 to 1924, and was president of the American Olympic Committee from 1926
until he died of a heart attack on 4 August 1927 in Boston. His father William Prout died at his home in Newton
Corner, Boston, five years later, aged eighty-three. Bill Prout was captain of the Tipperary team, represented by
Slievenamon Harriers, that in 1912 won the Irish novice cross-country championship. He finished in third
position. In 1919 he was the second and third finisher respectively in the national 5 miles and 20 miles road race
championships. The former was held in connection with the Bishopswood sports, and run from Drombane
village to Victoria Bridge, Dundrum, and the latter was held in connection with the Milestone sports and run
from the town hall in Templemore to Milestone. Bill Prout was leading through The Ragg and Upperchurch but
was soon passed by Tim Crowe who won in 1:55:40, followed by Dinny Mahoney, Upperchurch, who beat Bill
Prout by inches for second. At Bishopswood in the 5 mile road race championship Tim Crowe was the winner
with Bill Prout second and Tommy Ryan, Rossmore, third. On 20 February 1926 at the Irish junior cross-
country championships held at Baldoyle racecourse in Dublin, Clonmel Athletic & Cycling Club entered a team
for the first time and finishing fourth against some of the best clubs in the thirty-two counties. Moreover, they
were the only club in the race whose twelve runners completed the course. The evergreen Bill Prout, then aged
thirty-seven, was among the twelve and they finished in the following order, Redmond Moore (Ardfinnan), Jack
Meehan (Garrymore, Clogheen), Frank Hogan (Grange), Tom Tynan (Coleman, Lisronagh), T. J. Walsh
(Kilmalogue, Cahir), William Walsh (Kilmalogue, Cahir), John Moroney (Clonmel), Paddy Meehan
(Lisronagh), Bill Prout (Killusty), Pierce Walsh (Kilmalogue, Cahir), Jimmy Murphy (Neddins, Ardfinnan) and
Billy Quinlan (Giant’s Grave, Clonmel). Two weeks later he was a non-scoring member of the winning
Tipperary team in the national senior cross-country championships at Phoenix Park, Dublin, when for the first
time there was an inter-county championship as well as an inter-club championship. Up to the late 1950s Bill
Prout regularly cycled to Dublin to visit his daughter and returned home the same evening. In 1962 he retired
from Fethard Post Office where he was a postman for over fifty years. Bill Prout died on 11 October 1969 at his
daughter’s residence, Saggart, Dublin, aged eighty, and is interred in Killusty cemetery.



