
 

 

 

Tom Walsh 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Tom Walsh was born on 5 July 1918 at Ballyvourneen, Caherline, Caherconlish, County Limerick. He was the 

seventh son, and eighth child, of John Walsh and Margaret Walsh (née O’Connell). His parents got married on 

17 January 1904 in Inch St Lawrence Church, Caherconlish. Though all ten of Tom Walsh’s individual national 

titles were won with clubs in counties Limerick and Clare he was on four occasions a top six scorer when 

Coolcroo Athletic Club won national senior cross-country championship team titles. He joined Coolcroo at the 

end of 1947 after four years competing with O’Callaghan’s Mills Athletic Club in County Clare. The next two 

years he helped the all-conquering Tipperary club win the AAU cross-country championship and the All-Ireland 

AAU/NIAAA cross-country championship both years. In 1948 and 1949 at the AAU cross-country 

championships held in Thurles he finished second and third, respectively. In 1948 the winner was Patsy 

Fitzgerald (Coolcroo), and in 1949 the winner was Paddy Fahey (Coolcroo) and runner-up was Patsy Fitzgerald 

(Coolcroo). Tom Walsh also represented Ireland in the International cross-country championship in 1947 in 

Paris, and in 1948 in Reading, England. He started his athletic career with Caherline Athletic Club with whom 

he competed alongside his brother Paddy Walsh who died following an accident in England in 1950. Tom later 

competed with Croom, Blackboy and Bruree athletic clubs, was chairman of Herbertstown Athletic Club, and 

acted as starter for the National Athletic and Cycling Association in County Limerick. Tom Walsh died on 23 

January 2000 at his residence, Caherline, Caherconlish, aged eighty-one, and is interred in Ballybrood 

cemetery. A plaque in memory of Tom Walsh was unveiled in Caherline in 2009 by local parish priest Fr Pat 

Currivan. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships 

1952  6 Miles    -   

 

 

Amateur Athletic Union Championships 

1943  2 Miles    -      

1945  Mile     4:35.8      

1945  3 Miles    15:06.6 

1945  Cross-Country (Inter-Club)  47:01 

1946  Mile     4:41.8 

1946  3 Miles    15:18 

 

 

All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA Championships 

1944  Mile     4:34.1 

1945  Cross-Country (Inter-Club)  51:42 

1946  Mile     4:26.8 

 
 

 
 


