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Patrick Stokes was born on 27 December 1896 at Poulakerry, Kilsheelan, County Tipperary. He was the eldest 

son of Thomas Stokes, a farmer, native of Poulakerry, and Kate Stokes (née White), native of Mullenbeg, 

Piltown, County Kilkenny. They were married on 30 October 1930 in the Church of Our Lady of Refuge, 

Rathmines, Dublin, by Fr Edward Stokes, Maynooth, brother to the bridegroom. Patrick Stokes was educated at 

Rockwell College and studied medicine at University College Dublin. He helped Rockwell College to win the 

Munster Schools Senior Cup when they beat Christian Brothers College, Cork, by 3–0 in a replay on 7 April 

1914 at the Markets Field, Limerick, and again the following year when they beat Christian Brothers College, 

Cork, by 6–0 on 9 March 1915 at the Mardyke grounds in Cork city. Stokes scored one of Rockwell’s two tries 

in the latter final. For two years he was captain of the rugby team at UCD. Athletics was his other sport, and at 

the Irish athletics championships he finished second in the 120 yards hurdles in 1920, and was third in 1919 

after falling during the race. Both years the winner was Irish rugby international Tommy Wallis, Dublin, brother 

of Olympic tennis player Hilda Wallis, and the championships were held at Lansdowne Road. After graduating 

he entered general practice in Ilkerston, Derbyshire, and played rugby for both Ilkerston and Notthingham, as 

well as inter-county rugby for Derbyshire. During the Second World War he served in France, and later in India 

and Burma. In 1947 he returned to general practice, having moved to Tottenham, North London, and after 

retiring in 1969 he moved back to Kilsheelan. Dr Patrick Stokes died on 12 January 1971 at his residence, 

Killaloan, Killsheelan, aged seventy-four, and is interred in Gambonsfield cemetery, Kilsheelan. A first cousin 

was Irish rugby international Paddy Stokes. 


