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Larry Donnelly

by Michael O'Dwyer

Larry Donnelly was born on 10 April 1916 at Dogstown, New Inn, County Tipperary. He was the sixth son, and
eighth child, of Lawrence Donnelly, a farmer, and Julia Donnelly (née Carroll). His parents got married on 12
January 1902 in Saints Peter and Paul’s Church, Clonmel. The family later settled in Hymenstown, New Inn.
His father died on 9 August 1965, and his mother died on 11 October 1943, and they are interred in Clogher
cemetery, near Clonoulty. Larry Donnelly’s sports were athletics and hurling. He started his athletic career at
the New Inn Catholic Young Men’s Society (CYMS) sports on 20 June 1937. It was reported in The Nationalist
that summer, ‘Larry Donnelly, New Inn A.C., is going great guns since his debut at New Inn sports,” and in the
Nenagh Guardian at the end of 1938 in a report on the annual convention of the Tipperary NACA county board,
‘Larry Donnelly, New Inn C.Y.M.S. club, was the outstanding find of the 1938 novices.” The following year he
was the second scorer for the winning Coolcroo Athletic Club in the NACA’s national junior cross-country
championship on 19 March 1939 in Limerick. The six scorers were Larry Ryan (brother of Tipperary hurler
Sweeper Ryan), Larry Donnelly, Tom Burke, Phil Jones, Din Kennedy and Jerry Fahey. He was again the
second scorer for the winning Coolcroo Athletic Club in the All-lIreland AAU/NIAAA national junior cross-
country championship on 8 February 1947 in Belfast. At senior level he finished fourth in the NACA’s national
cross-country championship in 1946 and was a scoring member of the winning Tipperary team. In 1947 he
finished third in the AAU national inter-club cross-country championship and seventh in the All-Ireland
AAU/NIAAA inter-club cross-country championship. Both times he was a scoring member of the winning
Coolcroo team. On 30 March 1947 he represented Ireland in the International cross-country championship held
in Paris and finished thirty-ninth out of fifty-four competitors in a time of 54:43 over the nine miles course. In
later years he moved to England. Larry Donnelly died on 27 September 1992, aged seventy-six, and is interred
in Woodwells cemetery, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire. He was uncle of Limerick hurler, Eamonn Grimes.



