
 

 

 

John Joe Bourke 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

John Joe Bourke was born on 5 June 1935 at Monslatt, Killenaule, County Tipperary. He was a son of Michael 

Bourke, a farmer, and Mary Bourke (née Kennedy). His parents got married on 11 February 1931 in the 

Cathedral of the Assumption, Thurles. The four boys and two girls in the family were Michael, John Joe, Dan, 

Paddy, Sr Mary and Sr Mechtilde. John Joe began his athletic career with Killenaule Athletic Club and had a 

dominant presence in the athletics scene at county and national level for many years. At the Tipperary cross-

country championships for the twelve years from 1955 to 1966, he was first in 1961, second in 1957, 1958, 

1960, 1962 and 1965, and third in 1955, 1956, 1959, 1963, 1964 and 1966. The cross-country championship 

was held in Moyne the year John Joe Bourke won and competing for Ballincurry Athletic Club he finished 

twenty-one seconds in front of the holder, Billy O’Dwyer (Holycross), with Patsy Dorney (Holycross) in third 

place. John Joe was a scoring member of the Tipperary team that won the national senior inter-county cross-

country championship in 1955 and that was runner-up in 1956, 1958, 1959 and 1964. Held on 27 March 1955 

the scoring six for Tipperary were Paddy Fahey, Sean Hayden, Ned Fogarty, Mick Cleary, John Joe Bourke and 

Pakie Ryan. He was also a scoring member of the Tipperary team that won the national junior inter-county 

cross-country championship in 1955. The scoring six for the Tipperary junior team were Walter Scott, Paddy 

Fahey, John Joe Bourke, Paddy Carroll, Willie Ryan and J. J. Callanan. On the track John Joe Bourke was third 

in the national 10 mile championship in 1958 held at Belfield, Dublin, with a time of 54:47. The winner was 

Jim Cregan, native of Coolboy, Athlacca, County Limerick, with 53:38.8 and the runner-up was Willie Morris, 

native of Newcastle, Athenry, County Galway, with 54:37.4. John Joe Bourke died on 2 September 2019, aged 

eighty-four, and is interred in Crosscannon cemetery, Killenaule. 


